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Homelessness
Contemplative Evening Prayer with music from Taizé 

co-sponsored by St. James Cathedral’s Housing Advocacy Committee

Prelude		  Mark Hilliard Wilson, guitar

Laudate omnes gentes   	 	 Berthier

 

Sing praises, all you peoples, sing praises to the Lord! 

I lift up my eyes	 	 Berthier

      

Alleluia    please stand		  Berthier; Psalm 84:2-4

How lovely is your dwelling place, O Lord of hosts! My soul yearns and pines for the courts of the Lord.  Refrain 
As the sparrow finds a home and the swallow a nest for her young, my home is by your altars, my king and my God.  Refrain
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Scripture Reading		  Luke 15:4-6

Jesus said, “What man among you having a hundred sheep and losing one of them would not leave the ninety-nine in 
the desert and go after the lost one until he finds it? And when he does find it, he sets it on his shoulders with great joy 
and, upon his arrival home, he calls together his friends and neighbors and says to them, ‘Rejoice with me because I 
have found my lost sheep.’”  

Great Silence

Instrumental Reflection		

Magnificat		  Toolan

Litany		  Berthier

We pray that God may give us clear vision, to see as He sees that we are all his creation, made in his image.  
May God guide us to realize His commandment to love our neighbors as ourselves, and open our hearts to see Him in 
the women, the men, and the children who are unhoused.   

We pray that those in places of power might act with compassion and empathy, and recognize housing and health care 
for every person as a basic human right. 

We pray that we may act more courageously on behalf of those who struggle with mental and physical illnesses.  
Lord, guide us to work for health justice for all persons in our community and country.

We pray that all people, in this nation and around the world, may see and value the grandness of your creation, the 
land you made for each of your sons and daughters. Help us to respect the land by caring for it, and by sharing it with 
one another.  

Lord, we pray that we may be like the shepherd who left the ninety-nine to look for the one lost sheep. Help us to share 
our time and our bounty with those who are unhoused.  



Lord’s Prayer
	 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
	 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
 	 Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,  
 	 as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
 	 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
 	 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Prayer		
Holy Spirit of the Living God, 
Fill our hearts with compassion for those who lack the warmth of a home.  
Fill our hearts with the courage to face the overwhelming challenges of homelessness,   
and to encounter your love through each one of our unhoused neighbors. Amen.  

Prayer Around the Cross

Shelter me   	 	 Joncas

     

Shepherd and sheep, my God and I: to fresh green fields you led my steps in days gone by. 
You gave me rest by quiet springs and filled my soul with peace your loving presence brings.  Refrain 

 
Yet now I tread a diff ’rent way; death dogs my path with stealthy steps from day to day. 

I cannot find your peaceful place, but dwell in dreary darkness, longing for your face.  Refrain 
 

I will look back in days to come, and realize your faithfulness has led me home. 
Within your house I’ll find my peace, trusting that in your mercy you have sheltered me.  Refrain



Jesus, remember me  	 	 Berthier

 

 
Postlude		  Mark Hilliard Wilson, guitar

AFTER TONIGHT ’S PRAYER 
All are welcome to a simple reception hosted by the  

Housing Advocac y Committee in the Pastoral Outreach Center,  
located at the southeast corner of 9th Avenue  

and Columbia Street.  
	
	  

ECUMENICAL PRAYER WITH MUSIC FROM TAIZÉ 
FIR ST FRIDAYS AT 6:30PM AT ST. JAMES CATHEDRAL 

 
You are warmly invited to join us at the next service of Taizé prayer:

Friday, September 5 at 6:30pm 

 
Visit the Cathedral website at www.stjames-cathedral.org

Find out more about the ecumenical community of Taizé at www.taize.fr/en

MUSIC ACKNOWLEDGMENTS: 
Shelter Me, based on Psalm 23, words and music by Michael Joncas, © 2020, GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A706828.  
My soul proclaims, © 1995 Suzanne Toolan, RSM, published by OCP Publications. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A706828. All other music copyright  
© 1978, 1980, 1981, 1998, 2007, Les Presses de Taize (France), GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, exclusive agent. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A706828.  


