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Today’s Musical Prayer program features music from modern, living composers, all of whom are friends
or acquaintances of Mark Hilliard Wilson.

Classical guitarist Mark Hilliard Wilson curates programs
that explore the experiences of the heart through the ages, hoping
to share some insight and reflection on our common humanity.
He brings joy and technical finesse to the listener while
integrating music from diverse backgrounds and different ages
with a compelling story and a wry sense of humor. Performing
regularly at festivals and concert series, Wilson has distinguished
himself as a unique voice with programs that feature his own
transcriptions of both the well-known and the obscure. Wilson’s
compositions for the guitar have been appearing on stages throughout the Northwest US and Canada for
over 15 years. He works in is the relatively unexplored genre of an ensemble of multiple guitars as the
conductor, composer, arranger, and music director to the Guitar Orchestra of Seattle. Wilson has taught
at Whatcom Community College and Bellevue College.
Wilson’s CD El Sueno del Camino is the product of a series of concerts he played along the Camino de
Santiago de Compostela in northern Spain. Wilson has been busy promoting his latest CD, a Guitar
Orchestra recording that features compositions for 10 guitars, inspired by the pilgrimage to Spain as well
as pilgrimages closer to home: Chuckanut Drive and the Edmund Pettis Bridge. Since the start of 2019
he has produced concerts for the Guitar Orchestra of Seattle in fun and unusual venues for the classical
guitar, such as the restored bar “The Rendezvous” in The Jewelbox Theater (built in 1932 as a movie
theater); the experimental cafe theater Cafe Nordo; and the former Elliot Bay Book Company location
in Pioneer Square. Solo engagements have taken him to numerous living rooms and gardens across Seattle
through the organization Groupmuse. The summer of 2019, Wilson was engaged in 10 concerts over an
8-week spread, where he played solo concerts, a concerto written for him and the Octava orchestra, and
a series of concerts in Portland with the soprano Jessica Israels and baritone Erik Hundtoft. Shortly after
this, Wilson was the guest guitarist with the Sun Valley Symphony.

Our livestreamed music events are made possible in part by your generous donations. If you
would like to offer a gift of any amount to support the Cathedral music program, please visit
https://www.stjames-cathedral.org/BusinessCenter/MusicDonation.aspx and type “Friends
of Cathedral Music” under Special Note. Thank you!

