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O come, O come, Emmanuel / Lo, how a rose e’er blooming /	 Traditional /Michael Praetorius
O come, O come reprise 	 9th century / 1571–1621

arr. Stephen Siktberg
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.

O come, O come, Emmanuel,
And ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here
Until the Son of God appear. Rejoice...

O come, O Wisdom from on high, 
Who order all things mightily; 
To us the path of knowledge show, 
And teach us in her ways to go. Rejoice...

O come, O come, great Lord of might, 
Who to your tribes on Sinai's height 
In ancient times once gave the Law 
In cloud and majesty and awe. Rejoice...

O come, O Rod of Jesse's stem, 
From ev'ry foe deliver them 
That trust your mighty power to save, 
And give them vict'ry o'er the grave. Rejoice...

O come, O Key of David, come, 
And open wide our heav'nly home; 
Make safe the way that leads on high, 
And close the path to misery. Rejoice...

O come, O Dayspring from on high
And cheer us by your drawing nigh;
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
And death's dark shadow put to flight. Rejoice...

Lo, how a rose e'er blooming,
From tender stem hath sprung.
Of Jesse's lineage coming,
As men of old have sung;
It came, a flow'ret bright,
Amid the cold of winter,
When half spent was the night.

Isaiah 'twas foretold it,
The Rose I have in mind,
With Mary we behold it,
The virgin mother kind;
To show God's love aright,
She bore to us a Savior,
When half spent was the night.

O Flower, whose fragrance tender
With sweetness fills the air,
Dispel with glorious splendour
The darkness everywhere;
True man, yet very God,
From Sin and death now save us,
And share our every load.
translation by Theodore Baker (1851–1934)

❧

Fantasia No. 9 from El Maestro	 Luys Milán
c. 1500–c. 1561

Transcribed by David Grimes 

Divertissement, Op. 106, No. 4	 Mauro Giuliani 
    Andantino 	 	 1781–1829

Mallorca (Barcarolle), Op. 202	 Isaac Albéniz
1860–1909

arr. Norbert Kraft

18 Leçons Progressives, Op. 51, No. 13	 Mauro Giuliani
    Allegretto 

O come, Desire of nations, bind
In one the hearts of humankind;
O bid our sad divisions cease,
And be for us our King of Peace. Rejoice... 

Text:  Veni, veni Emmanuel;  
Latin 9th c.; 
translated by John M. Neale, 
1818–1866 



Deux Valse pour guitare, Op. 64, No. 1	 Francis Kleynjans
    Valse Chôro	 b. 1951

My Lord Willoughby’s welcome home	 John Dowland
	 1563–1626

Fantasia No. 8 from El Maestro	 Luys Milán
Transcribed by David Grimes

Watchman, tell us of the night (Aberystwyth)	 Joseph Parry
	 1841–1903

Watchman, tell us of the night,
What its signs of promise are.
Traveler, o'er yon mountain's height,
See that glory beaming star.
Watchman, does its beauteous ray
Aught of joy or hope foretell?
Traveler, yes – it brings the day,
Promised day of Israel.

Watchman, tell us of the night;
Higher yet that star ascends.
Traveler, blessedness and light,
Peace and truth its course portends.
Watchman, will its beams alone
Gild the spot that gave them birth?
Traveler, ages are its own;
See, it bursts o'er all the earth.

Watchman, tell us of the night,
For the morning seems to dawn.
Traveler, darkness takes its flight,
Doubt and terror are withdrawn.
Watchman, let thy wanderings cease;
Hie thee to thy quiet home.
Traveler, lo! the Prince of Peace,
Lo! the Son of God is come!

Steal away to Jesus	 African-American spiritual
	 arr. Denis Mortagne

 Steal away, steal away, steal away to Jesus!
Steal away, steal away home, I ain't got long to stay here.

My Lord, he calls me, 
He calls me by the thunder;
The trumpet sounds within my soul; 
I ain't got long to stay here.

Green trees are bending, 
Poor sinners stand a trembling; 
The trumpet sounds within my soul; 
I ain't got long to stay here.

My Lord, he calls me, 
He calls me by the lightning; 
The trumpet sounds within my soul; 
I ain't got long to stay here.

Study in Seven	 Norbert Kraft
b. 1950

O little town of Bethlehem	 Lewis Redner
	 1831–1908

arr. Stephen Siktberg 

O little town of Bethlehem,
How still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
The silent stars go by;
Yet in thy dark streets shineth
The everlasting Light;
The hopes and fears of all the years
Are met in thee tonight.

For Christ is born of Mary,
And gathered all above, 
While mortals sleep, the angels keep
Their watch of wond’ring love.
O morning stars, together
Proclaim the holy birth!
And praises sing to God the King,
And peace to all on earth.

How silently, how silently,
The wonderous gift is giv’n!
So God imparts to human hearts
The blessings of his heav’n.
No ear may hear his coming,
But in this world of sin,
Where meek souls will receive him, still
The dear Christ enters in.



Mark Hilliard Wilson brings joy and technical finesse to the listener while integrating music from 
diverse backgrounds and different ages with a compelling story and a wry sense of humor. Performing 
regularly at festivals and concert series, Wilson has distinguished himself as a unique voice with programs 
that feature his own transcriptions of both the well known and the obscure. Wilson's compositions 
for the guitar have been appearing on stages throughout the Northwest US and Canada for over 15 
years. He works in the relatively unexplored genre of an ensemble of multiple guitars as the conductor, 
composer, arranger, and music director to the Guitar Orchestra of Seattle. Wilson has taught at Whatcom 
Community College and Bellevue College. 

Wilson's CD El Sueno del Camino is the product of a series of concerts he played along the Camino 
de Santiago de Compostela in northern Spain. Wilson has been busy promoting his latest CD, a Guitar 
Orchestra recording that features compositions for 10 guitars, inspired by the pilgrimage to Spain as well 
as pilgrimages closer to home: Chuckanut Drive and the Edmund Pettis Bridge. Since the start of 2019 
he has produced concerts for the Guitar Orchestra of Seattle in fun and unusual venues for the classical 
guitar, such as the restored bar "The Rendezvous" in The Jewelbox Theater (built in 1932 as a movie 
theater); the experimental cafe theater Cafe Nordo; and the former Elliot Bay Book Company location 
in Pioneer Square. Solo engagements have taken him to numerous living rooms and gardens across Seattle 
through the organization Groupmuse. The summer of 2019, Wilson was engaged in 10 concerts over an 
8-week spread, where he played solo concerts, a concerto written for him and the Octava orchestra, and 
a series of concerts in Portland with the soprano Jessica Israels and baritone Erik Hundtoft. Shortly after 
this, Wilson was the guest guitarist with the Sun Valley Symphony.

Wilson’s work on a CD of Argentinian music featuring solo work and duo work with Stuart Zobel has 
been affected by the Covid-19 quarantine, and the same can be said of his work to release a CD of Good Friday 
music written by Nathan Jensen for the Guitar Orchestra of Seattle. The quarantine has not brought any of 
his work to a stop, but reoriented it:  progress is still occurring and new skills are being acquired along the way!  

Our livestreamed music events are made possible in part by your generous donations. If you 
would like to offer a gift of any amount to support the Cathedral music program, please visit 
https://www.stjames-cathedral.org/BusinessCenter/MusicDonation.aspx and type “Friends 
of Cathedral Music” under Special Note. Thank you!


