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PROGRAM

Lord Jesus, Think on Me� William Daman (1540–1591), arr. P. Allies

The Lord's Prayer� John Sheppard (c.1515–1558)

Media vita � Kerensa Briggs (b.1991)

Salve Regina� Herbert Howells (1892–1983)

Nesciens mater� Jean Mouton (c.1459–1522)

Salve Regina I� John Browne (fl. c.1490)

Intermission

Creator of the starry night� Plainsong
O nata lux� Thomas Tallis (c.1505–1585)

O nata lux� Derri Lewis (b.1997)

Upon My Lap My Soveraigne Sits� Martin Peerson (1571–1651)

Regina caeli � Vicente Lusitano (1520–1561)

Bogoróditse Djévo� Arvo Pärt (b.1935)

Ego flos campi � Jacobus Clemens non Papa (c.1510/15–1555/6)

Canon (God Grant we Grace)� Tallis, arr. B. Chilcott (b.1955)



Program Notes
Tonight’s concert combines Renaissance polyphony, both reverential and ecstatic, with pieces by 
composers from the last century that reflect and build on this wonderful musical legacy.

We open with a solemn, penitential hymn by the Elizabethan William Daman: Lord, Jesus, Think on 
Me. In a new arrangement for lower voices, the humility of Daman’s melody is emphasised with sparse 
harmonies. 

Staying with the lower voices, next we have a setting by Tudor composer John Sheppard of The Lord’s 
Prayer. Sheppard was one of the generation of composers who had to relearn his craft when the 
Reformation took hold in England. He was required to mould his contrapuntal skill to the English 
language, something he demonstrated with great skill in this spacious and transparent piece. Paired 
with the Sheppard is Kerensa Briggs’ richly scored Media vita. This was commissioned by Siglo de 
Oro in 2015, and was inspired by Sheppard’s setting of the same text. Briggs uses exquisite, dissonant 
harmonies to bring the poignant words to life.

The program includes two settings of the Salve Regina, a prayer in honour of the Virgin Mary that was 
one of the most used – and most set to music – in medieval Europe. We will hear Herbert Howells’ 
version first. Imbued with a sense of Renaissance inheritance, Howells’ music revels in building up 
passionate textures to declaim the climaxes of the text. John Browne, Howells’ English predecessor who 
lived four hundred years earlier, uses many of the same tools, but on an even grander scale. Browne’s 
less concise version of the text lends itself to long sections for only three voices, where each word can 
last for fifteen or twenty seconds. The listener can lose themselves in the mystical music.

In between these Marian antiphons is a Renaissance piece which is a reflection of itself. Jean Mouton’s 
Nesciens mater is a technical masterpiece, described as a quadruple canon at the fifth, at a distance of 
two measures. What that means is: four singers begin first, and four more join them singing exactly the 
same music except a perfect fifth higher, and two bars later. 

We open the second half with a plainsong hymn for the season of Advent, Creator of the Stars of 
Night. This melody, with its yearning quality, can be traced all the way back to the seventh century. 
Thomas Tallis sets another ancient hymn in O nata lux. Written for five voices, Tallis colours the words 
– intended for the Feast of the Transfiguration – with shimmering and mysterious harmonies. Derri 
Lewis’ newly composed piece of the same name plays with the idea of light born of light, repeating 
glittering chords in a hypnotic fashion.

Moving into the second Marian section of the programme, we first hear the rare gem that is Upon My 
Lap My Sovereigne Sits. This devotional piece is by the English musician Martin Peerson, appointed 
Master of the Choristers at St. Paul’s Cathedral in the 1620s. The conceit of the piece is that the infant 
Christ is on the poet’s lap, being sung soothing lullabies. This is followed by a vibrant Regina caeli by 
Portuguese composer Vicente Lusitano. For many years a slightly forgotten figure, Lusitano’s finely 
crafted music has enjoyed a recent resurgence, and his status as the first published Black composer has 
been celebrated.

Similarly energetic is Arvo Pärt’s Bogoróditse Djévo, written in 1990 for the annual Festival of Nine 
Lessons and Carols at King’s College Cambridge. The text is the hymn to Virgin Mary used in the 
Orthodox tradition, similar to the Ave Maria used in the Western church. In Pärt’s hands these words 
are vivid, joyful, and expectant, creating a climax at the words ‘you have borne the Saviour’.



Jacob Clemens non Papa worked at Bruges, where he held the position of succentor at the cathedral. His 
Ego flos campi, which sets verses from the Song of Songs, was composed for the Marian Brotherhood 
at nearby ’s-Hertogenbosch in 1550. The work is in seven parts (one of the numbers associated with 
the Virgin Mary), and features the motto of the Brotherhood, ‘sicut lilium inter spinas’, sung three 
times at the centre of the motet. 

The concert ends on a serene note, thanks to Bob Chilcott’s elegant eight-part arrangement of Tallis’ 
Canon. Often sung in modern times as a hymn, Tallis’ original was one of nine melodies the composer 
submitted to a metrical psalter being compiled by Archbishop of Canterbury, Matthew Parker (1504–
1575). In Chilcott’s hands, the simple tune is passed through the voices, with the accompanying parts 
drawing on Tallis’ harmonies, but stretching them out in a rhapsodic style.
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About the Artists
Siglo de Oro is one of the leading British vocal ensembles 
of its generation. The group is recognised internationally 
for its golden tone, fresh interpretations, and innovative 
programming. Since its acclaimed debut at the Spitalfields 
Festival in 2014, Siglo de Oro has performed all over the 
UK, Europe and in North America, recorded five albums for 
Delphian Records, and broadcast regularly on BBC Radio 3.

Over five recordings, Siglo de Oro’s discography with 
Delphian Records has ranged from fifteenth-century music 
written for Milan Cathedral to new pieces for choir and 
saxophone composed for the group. Amongst these albums 
was the world premiere recording of a late-Renaissance mass 
by Hieronymus Praetorius, released in 2018, which was BBC 
Music Magazine’s Choral and Song Album of the Month. 

Siglo de Oro’s most recent recording, The Mysterious Motet Book of 1539, reached number 9 in the 
UK specialist classical chart, and was one of Music Web International’s Recordings of the Year for 
2022.

Siglo de Oro has long been committed to performing contemporary music. The ensemble has regularly 
commissioned new works, including pieces by Kerensa Briggs, Owain Park, Ben Rowarth, and Marisse 
Cato. Siglo de Oro gave the first performance of Emily Hall’s hotel-based opera, Found and Lost, and 
has an ongoing association with the charity Multitude of Voyces, whose mission is to promote the 
work of underrepresented composers. 

In the 2024-25 season, the group will take up a three-concert residency at Wigmore Hall, as well as 
giving concerts across the UK and in Canada, the USA, and Finland.

www.siglodeoro.co.uk
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Texts & Translations

Lord Jesus, Think on Me – William Daman

Lord Jesus, think on me,
and purge away my sin;
from earthborn passions set me free,
and make me pure within.

Lord Jesus, think on me
with many a care opprest;
let me thy loving servant be,
and taste thy promised rest.

Lord Jesus, think on me,
nor let me go astray;
through darkness and perplexity
point thou the heavenly way.

Lord Jesus, think on me,
that, when the flood is past,
I may the eternal brightness see,
and share thy joy at last.

The Lord's Prayer – John Sheppard

Our Father, who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy Name.
Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done,
On earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever.
Always so be it.

Media vita – Kerensa Briggs
Media vita in morte sumus
Quem quaerimus adjutorem nisi te, Domine?
Qui pro peccatis nostris juste irasceris
Sancte Deus, Sancte fortis,
Sancte et misericors Salvator,
Amaræ morti ne tradas nos.

In the midst of life we be in death:
Of whom may we seek for succour, but of Thee,
O Lord, which for our sins justly art moved?
Yet, O Lord God most holy, O Lord most mighty,
O holy and most merciful Saviour,
Deliver us not into the bitter pains of eternal death.

Salve Regina, Mater misericordiæ,
Vita, dulcedo, et spes nostra, salve.
Ad te clamamus, exsules filii Evæ,
Ad te suspiramus gementes et flentes,
In hac lacrimarum valle.
Eia ergo, advocata nostra, illos tuos
misericordes oculos ad nos converte;
Et Jesum, benedictum fructum ventris tui,
Nobis post hoc exsilium ostende.
O clemens, o pia, o dulcis Virgo Maria.

Salve Regina – Herbert Howells
Hail, Holy Queen, Mother of mercy,
Our life, our sweetness and our hope, hail!
To thee do we cry, poor banished children of Eve,
to thee do we send up our sighs,
mourning and weeping in this valley of tears.
Turn, then, most gracious advocate,
thine eyes of mercy toward us,
and after this, our exile,
show unto us the blessed fruit of thy womb, Jesus.
O clement, O loving, O sweet Virgin Mary.



Nesciens mater – Jean Mouton
Nesciens mater virgo virum
peperit sine dolore
salvatorem saeculorum.
Ipsum regem angelorum
sola virgo lactabat,
ubere de caelo plena.

Knowing no man, the Virgin mother
bore, without pain,
the Savior of the world.
Him, the king of angels,
only the Virgin suckled,
breasts filled by heaven.

Salve Regina 1 – John Browne
Salve Regina, Mater misericordiæ:
vita, dulcedo, et spes nostra, salve.
Ad te clamamus, exsules filii Hevæ,
Ad te suspiramus, gementes et flentes
In hac lacrimarum valle.
Eia ergo, advocata nostra, illos tuos
Misericordes oculos ad nos converte
Et Iesum benedictum fructum ventris tui
Nobis post hoc exsilium ostende:

Virgo mater ecclesiæ,
Aeterna porta gloriæ,
Esto nobis refugium
Apud Patrem et Filium,
O clemens!

Virgo clemens, virgo pia,
Virgo dulcis, O Maria,
Exaudi preces omnium
Ad te pie clamantium,
O pia!

Funde preces tuo nato,
Crucifixo, vulnerato,
Et pro nobis flagellato,
Spinis puncto, felle potato.

O dulcis Maria, salve.

Hail, Holy Queen, Mother of mercy,
Our life, our sweetness and our hope, hail!
To you we cry, exiled children of Eve,
To you we sigh, groaning and weeping
In this vale of tears.
Therefore as our advocate
Turn your merciful eyes towards us
And after this exile show us Jesus,
The blessed fruit of your womb.

Virgin mother of the church,
Eternal gate of glory,
Be for us a refuge
Before the Father and the Son,
O clement!

Clement, holy virgin,
Sweet virgin, O Mary,
Hear the prayers of all
Who piously cry to you,
O holy!

Pour out your prayers to your Son,
Crucified, wounded,
And scourged for us,
By thorns pierced, with gall for drink.

O sweet Mary, hail!

Intermission

Restrooms are located inside the northeast entrance to the Cathedral (Marion St. & Terry Ave.)



O nata lux – Thomas Tallis; Derri Lewis
O nata lux de lumine,
Jesu redemptor saeculi,
Dignare clemens supplicum
Laudes precesque sumere.

Qui carne quondam contegi
Dignatus es pro perditis,
Nos membra confer effici
Tui beati corporis.

O Light born of Light,
Jesus, redeemer of the world,
with loving-kindness deign to receive
suppliant praise and prayer.

Thou who once deigned to be clothed in flesh
for the sake of the lost,
grant us to be members
of thy blessed body.

Upon My Lap My Soveraigne Sits – Martin Peerson
Upon my lap my Sovereign sits and leans upon my breast;
Meantime his love maintains my life, And gives my sense her rest.

Sing lullaby, my little boy, lullaby, mine only joy.

I grieve that duty doth not work all that my wishing would,
Because I would not be to thee but in the best I should.

Yet as I am and as I may, I must and will be thine.
Though all too little for thyself, Vouchsafing to be mine.

Regina cæli – Vicente Lusitano 

Regina cæli laetare, Alleluia.
Quia quem meruisti portare, Alleluia.
Resurrexit sicut dixit, Alleluia.
Ora pro nobis Deum. Alleluia.

Queen of Heaven, rejoice, alleluia.
For He whom you were worthy to bear, alleluia.
Has risen, as He said, alleluia.
Pray for us to God, alleluia.

Creator of the stars of night,
your people’s everlasting light,
O Christ, Redeemer of us all,
we pray you, hear us when we call

In sorrow that the ancient curse
should doom to death a universe,
you came to save a ruined race
with healing gifts of heav'nly grace.

When earth drew on to darkest night,
you came, but not in splendor bright,
not as a king, but the child
of Mary, virgin mother mild.

At your great name, majestic now,
all knees must bend, all hearts must bow;
all things on earth with one accord
join those in heav’n to call you Lord.

To God the Father, God the Son,
and God the Spirit, Three in One,
praise, honor, might, and glory be
from age to age eternally. Amen.
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Bogoróditse Dyévo – Arvo Pärt

Bogoróditse Dyévo, ráduisya,
Blagodátnaya Maríye, Gospód s tobóyu.
Blagoslovyéna ty v zhenákh,
i blagoslovyén plod chryéva tvoyevó,
yáko Spása rodilá yesí dush náshikh.

Rejoice, virgin mother of God,
Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with you.
Blessed are you among women,
and blessed is the fruit of your womb,
for you have borne the Saviour of our souls.

Ego flos campi – Jacobus Clemens non Papa
Ego flos campi et lilium convallium.
Sicut lilium inter spinas sic amica mea inter filias.
Fons hortorum et puteus aquarum viventium
quae fluunt impetu de Libano.

I am the rose of Sharon, and the lily of the valleys.
As the lily among thorns, so is my love among the daughters.
A fountain of gardens, a well of living waters, 
and streams from Lebanon.

Canon (God Grant with Grace)– Thomas Tallis, arr. Chilcott
God grant with grace, he us embrace,
In gentle part, bless he our heart;
With loving face, shine he in place,
His mercies all on us to fall.

That we thy way may know all day,
While we do sail this world so frail;
Thy health’s reward is nigh declared,
As plain as eye all gentiles spy.



F r i ends  o f  Ca thedra l  Mus i c
The Baillargeon Family – St. James Music Fund

The Estate of Elmars & Cäcilia Zemgalis

The Friends of Cathedral Music provides invaluable support for the Cathedral’s concert series and other musical 
activities. Our goal is twofold: to make our concert series self-sustaining, and to celebrate and recognize the 
people whose love for Cathedral music makes it possible. Your annual gift will contribute to St. James Cathe-
dral’s national reputation as a musical, cultural, and spiritual center, and will allow us to expand our concert 
season, building on the acclaimed program’s historical success, and bringing the best of sacred music to St. James 
Cathedral throughout the year.

Friends of Cathedral Music who make a donation of $250 or more as an individual or couple are acknowledged 
in concert programs throughout the year and are offered complimentary admission for all Cathedral concerts 
and reserved seating upon request (not available for liturgies). To become a Friend, visit www.stjames-cathedral.
org/music/donate or fill out and mail the form on the following page.

We are especially grateful to the following individuals and families who, as of September 13, 2024 have made 
a tax-deductible donation to the Concert Series, Cathedral Music, and/or Youth Music fund(s) in the last 
calendar year.

SERAPHIM ($2,500 or more)  Anonymous [2] ◆ Ray & Betsy Baalman ◆ Robert Adámy Duisberg 
◆ Peg Haggerty ◆ Jim & Lora Melhorn ◆ Microsoft Matching Gifts Program ◆ Ernie Muñoz, in memory 
of Evangelina S. Muñoz ◆ Rose M. Southall ◆ Donald Verfurth ◆ Matthew A. Wilkins ◆ ◆ 

CHERUBIM ($1,000–$2,499)  Anonymous [2] ◆ Anonymous, in honor of Father Michael G. Ryan 
◆ Alvaro & Marina Alvarez ◆ Joseph Adam ◆ John Brockenbrough ◆ Joan & Frank Conlon, in honor 
of Peg Haggerty ◆ Robert & Letha Flint ◆ Stephanie Hunt ◆ Clint Kraus ◆ Glenn Lux ◆ Bill McJohn ◆ 
Domenico Minotti ◆ Mary Pigott ◆ The Very Reverend Michael G. Ryan, Pastor of St. James Cathedral 
◆ The Reverend Stephen S. Woodland ◆ ◆

ARCHANGEL ($500–$999)  Anonymous [3] ◆ Enika & David Bowen ◆ The Reverend David Brant 
◆ Marilyn & William Cranston, in memory of Jim and Julie Impett ◆ Jeffrey & Anita Degen ◆ Dan & 
Carol DeMatteis ◆ Clare Impett Gallagher ◆ Mary Kay Haggard ◆ Mary & Ed Jennings ◆ Larraine King, 
in memory of Andrew King ◆ Maria Laughlin & Corinna Laughlin, in memory of Beverly Laughlin ◆ 
Mary & Michael Lee ◆ Margrit Lindal ◆ Gloria & Dan Overgaard, in memory of Jose & Jovita Rivera ◆ 
Cecilia Paul & Harry Reinert ◆ Madeline A. Renkens ◆ Joy Sherman ◆ Karen Eckert & David Smith ◆ 
Marion Edwards Sullivan ◆ Trileigh Tucker & Rob Duisberg ◆ Jerry & Jo Ann Wiesner ◆ ◆

ANGEL ($250–$499)  Anonymous [3] ◆ Dick Ammerman & Verity Lewis ◆ Tim & Tony Barrick ◆ 
William Beal ◆ Elvira Budiawan & Christoforus Benvenuto ◆ Robert L. Bowlin ◆ C. Jocelyn Brubeck ◆ 
James R. Buskirk ◆ Eleanor Dowson Bossart, in memory of Edmund Bossart ◆ Lisa Froman, in memory 
of Jamie Froman ◆ Captain J. W. Fryer, Delta Air Lines ◆ Hugo Carl Gettinger ◆ Lyn & Jerry Grinstein ◆ 
Warren Guykema & Kathryn Daniel ◆ Corey Hays ◆ Rachael & Tyrone Heade ◆ Hoppe & Raghupathy 
family ◆ Rubén de Anda & Mike Kaminski ◆ Mary & Tom Kelly ◆ Mary Ann Kelson ◆ Mary Koch ◆ Bev 
& Jim Mauser ◆ the Maxin Family ◆ Tom & Christine O’Connor ◆ Rosemary Peterson ◆ Joseph Petrotta 
◆ Mitch & Cindee Rapp ◆ Frank & Maureen Santoni ◆ Paul & Mary Anne Snow ◆ Tom Tamada ◆ Dr. 
James Van Olst, in memory of Doris Van Olst ◆ Sharon Whitson ◆ Gary Wingert & Barbara Young ◆ ◆

SUPPORTER ($1–$249)  Anonymous ◆ Ken Anderson ◆ Aurora Antipolo ◆ Rodolfo Enrique Atuesta 
Leon ◆ Michael Barclay ◆ John Edmundson ◆ Maura Fallon ◆ Mary Fierke ◆ Thomas & Gina French ◆ 
Mary & Robert Gerrish ◆ Marie Haggberg ◆ Elga Kinnear ◆ Jill Skok, in memory of Barbara Skok who 
loved hearing the music ◆ Mary Sobczyk, in memory of Mark Schoen ◆ Kathleen Sullivan ◆ ◆



Friends of Cathedral Music
Become a Friend of Cathedral Music! You can designate your gift to support our 
Concert Series, Cathedral Music (liturgical music), and/or Youth Music. St. 
James Cathedral is qualified as a charitable organization under Section 501(c)
(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. Contributions to St. James Cathedral are tax-

deductible to the extent permitted by law. All donations are acknowledged in programs for our self-produced 
concerts and special liturgies throughout the year, and donors of $250 or more are offered free admission and 
reserved seating for all Cathedral concerts. When you make your gift, indicate how you wish to be acknowledged 
in print (i.e. John Smith & Jane Doe-Smith; Anonymous; Jane Doe in memory of Janet Smith). 
Support the Concert Series
Ticket sales to our concert series cover only a small fraction of expenses incurred by producing the concerts. Your 
donations make it possible to bring in world-class musicians and keep our concerts accessible to all. 
Support Cathedral Music
Our adult choirs sing for more than 150 liturgies a year. Donations to our general Cathedral Music fund support 
expenses relating to our choirs, as well as maintenance of the Cathedral organs and pianos. 
Support the Youth Music Program
Generosity like yours allows St. James Cathedral’s Youth Music Program to continue and deepen its vital artistic 
inclusion and outreach to the Archdiocese and greater Seattle. Your donations help make this program available 
to all, regardless of financial means, and further enables the ministry of our youth.
To make your donation online by credit card, e-check, or bank transfer, visit www.stjames-cathedral.org/music 
and click the green “Donate” button at the bottom of the page. To pay by check, make check payable to 
“St. James Cathedral” and mail with this form to: 
St. James Cathedral, Music Office, 804 Ninth Avenue, Seattle, WA 98104.

Yes! I want to be a Friend of Cathedral Music for the 2024–2025 season at the level of (check one)

Enclosed is my tax-deductible contribution to St. James Cathedral’s

Concert Series for the amount of $ 

Cathedral Music for the amount of $ 

Youth Music for the amount of $ 

Name 

Name in programs 

Address 

City/State/Zip 

Phone       Email 

Seraphim ($2,500 or more)
Cherubim ($1,000–$2,499)

Archangel ($500–$999)

Angel ($250–$499)

Supporter ($1–$249)

I prefer not to be listed in programs

Provide your email address if you wish to receive notifications of concerts and donor events.

at St. James Cathedral

2024-2025







2024–2025 Concert Season
Concert schedule is subject to revision or cancellation. For additions to the schedule and the most up-to-date 
concert information, visit www.stjames-cathedral.org/music/concerts or scan QR code below.
Fri., October 4 at 7:15pm in the Cathedral Chapel, after Taizé • Mark Hilliard Wilson & Dieter Hennings 

Yeomans • Classical Guitar Duo • free concert
Fri., November 1 at 7:00pm • All Souls Requiem • W. A. Mozart Requiem • Cathedral Choir & Chamber 

Orchestra
Fri., November 15 at 7:30pm • Anton Bruckner Bicentennial • Mass in E minor • Cathedral Cantorei & 

wind ensemble
Sat., December 7 at 8:00pm • Medieval Women's Choir • Tenebris ad Lucem
Fri., December 13 at 7:00pm • Advent Readings & Carols • St. James Youth Music choirs in a traditional 

seasonal service
Sun., December 15 at 8:00pm • Opus 7 Vocal Ensemble • O Rising Dawn • Advent music by Hallock, 

Chilcott, more
Sat., January 18 at 8:00pm • Works by Joseph Haydn • Lord Nelson Mass, Te Deum, Trumpet Concerto 
Fri., January 24 at 7:30pm • Iona Abbey • Irish/Scottish acoustic ensemble w/Tyrone Heade, Dale Russ, 

et. al.
Fri., February 21 at 7:30pm • Christopher Stroh, Cathedral Organist • Bach, Dupré, Herbert Brewer, 

and more
Sat., March 1 at 8:00pm • Tekla Cunningham, violin w/ harpsichord & viola da gamba • music by 

Heinrich Ignaz Franz Biber
Sat., March 8 at 8:00pm • Notre Dame Glee Club • Spring Tour 2025
Sat., March 15 at 8:00pm • Opus 7 Vocal Ensemble • Grant Us Peace • music for Lent focused on peace
Fri., March 28 at 7:30pm • Cappella Romana • LaRocca Requiem for the Forgotten & Rheinberger Mass 

for Double Choir
Sat., April 5 at 8:00pm • Medieval Women's Choir • Penitentia
Wed., April 16 at 7:00pm • The Office of Tenebræ • Palestrina Lamentations of Jeremiah & Allegri 

Miserere mei Deus
Fri., April 18 at 12:00-3:00pm • Tre Ore • G. B. Pergolesi Stabat Mater • women of Cantorei & Chamber 

Orchestra
Tue., May 6 at 7:30pm • The Tallis Scholars • Palestrina 500 • celebrating Palestrina's 500th birthday
Sat., May 17 at 8:00pm • Seattle Pro Musica • Howells Requiem; Britten Hymn to St. Cecilia; more
Thu., May 22 at 7:30pm • Donor Appreciation Concert • Cathedral Choir • all are welcome, free concert
Fri., June 20 at 7:30pm • Rosales Organ 25th Anniversary Concert • Joseph Adam, Cathedral Organist

at St. James Cathedral

2024-2025

Scan for concert 
schedule

Scan to join concert 
mailing list

804 9th Avenue 5 www.stjames-cathedral.org/music/concerts
musicoffice@stjames-cathedral.org 5 206-382-4874


