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along with it. He became
an important figure in the
civic community, and he
was instrumental in
bringing the Sisters of
Providence and the Sisters
of the Holy Names of Jesus
and Mary to Seattle. The
hospitals and schools run
by the Sisters were a
source of pride for the
entire city.

When we think of
Catholics in pioneer
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Francis Xavier
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So I locked up and went home. The next
Seattle had grown somewhat in its first dozen
day
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was
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years of existence, but it still seemed an unlikely
almost
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John
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time—and
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and
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on Washington Street, between Third and Fourth
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Avenues. It measured 20 feet by 50 feet. Father
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Prefontaine himself cleared the ground on which it
stood, and he also served as “superintending
You’re part of Cathedral history, too! Do you have a
favorite Cathedral story to share? Submit it online at
architect, carpenter, painter and decorator,” as
www.stjames-cathedral.org/centennial or e-mail
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story in a forthcoming issue of the Gazette!
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