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“I am in your midst as one who serves.” From the great 
oculus high above the altar of St. James Cathedral, these 

words of Jesus communicate His abiding presence 
among us. This inscription gave us the name for our 
Journal and continues to be our guiding inspiration. 
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D ear Friends, 
 During these past two years of 
Partners in the Gospel, our Parish Family 
Vision Council has been a crucial 

component of our consultation and discernment 
process for developing our plan for becoming one 
parish with Immaculate Conception and Christ Our 
Hope. This group of dedicated parishioners from our 
three parishes began meeting in February of 2025. They 
have prayed together and listened to the input from 
parishioners about two questions that have guided our 
process thus far: “Who are we?” and “Who is God 
calling us to become?” 

They have come to this Vision Council work, not 
simply as representatives of their own parish, but with 
a broader view to begin seeing all of us as part of one 
new parish. Their work is to take all the input we have 
received and to use that input to shape our dreams for 
the future. They work to continually focus our efforts 
on what is most important in this whole strategic 
pastoral planning process of Partners in the Gospel, 
namely, the mission of sharing the Good News of Jesus 
Christ in the heart of the city of Seattle. Our life as a 
parish family, and eventually as one parish, has this 
purpose, this mission at its center.  

Worship, formation, being a welcoming presence, 
reaching out to those in need, and so many other 
aspects of parish life are values that are shared across 
our three parishes, and they provide a solid foundation 
for the parish we will become. It is from this 
foundation that we can continue the work of spreading 
the Good News and sharing the love of Jesus Christ 
here in Seattle.  

In a letter released on July 1, the second 
anniversary of the formation of parish families 
throughout the Archdiocese of Seattle, Archbishop 
Etienne wrote that he “intentionally chose the name 
‘Partners in the Gospel’ because this effort does not sit 
solely on the shoulders of our priests or our parish 
staff. It is an effort that we all own in partnership as co-
responsible stewards of our local Catholic Church. 
Together, as the people of God, we are courageously 
reimagining how to respond to the needs of the world 
today rather than struggling to maintain a parish 
structure built for a bygone era.” 

Along with all of you, our Parish Family Vision 
Council has shared this responsibility of reimagining 
how we can be the parish that God wants us to be 

today. The days ahead will be exciting and our work 
together will stretch us. Over the next several months 
the Vision Council will work together with the Parish 
Family Leadership Team and members of our parish 
staff to flesh out our priorities for the coming years, 
and how to implement those priorities. May we be 
open to the new places the Lord is taking us as a parish 
family.  

I am so grateful for the thoughtful and insightful 
work of our Parish Family Vision Council. They have 
brought us to the beginning of our third year together. 
In their reflections below, you will read about what 
this experience has meant for them, what they have 
learned, what encourages them and what challenges 
them. You will also learn what progress they feel still 
needs to be made, and what gives them hope.  

I hope you find these reflections as inspiring and 
hope-filled as I do. May God bless us abundantly as we 
continue this journey as true “Partners in the Gospel”! 

Father Gary Lazzeroni 
 

O n the feast of the Immaculate Conception 
2024, I broke with my usual tradition of 
going to the Cathedral and went to 
Immaculate Conception. Father Ryan had 

just invited me to join the Vision Council, and I 
realized that I had never even been inside of that 
beautiful church that would soon be part of our parish. 
But now I made it a point. And what a welcome I got! 
After Mass, we all were invited down to the basement 
hall for a giant dinner.  

And though I stop into Christ our Hope from time 
to time, I hadn’t been to Mass there either. So I 
attended Ash Wednesday there. There too, a warm 
welcome. And a peaceful rest from the drizzle in the 
city.  

As Partners in the Gospel progresses, it is clear we 
share so much. Our Council is a small group drawn 
from the three communities which gathers to discuss 
what we need to do, to plan, to hope for, and consider 
where we want to go together. But we have all started 
from a familiar base: to be the face of Christ to the city. 
We welcome. We pray. We work.  

As we become one parish, I’m praying more of our 
community welcomes the chance to worship with 
some new sisters and brothers across downtown and 
First Hill. You will be welcomed.  

David Unger, St. James Cathedral 
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O ver the past eighteen months, our work on 
the Vision Council has shown me how 
deeply the Holy Spirit moves when people 
from different communities come together 

with honesty and hope. One of the most meaningful 
outcomes of our conversations has been the creation of 
a vision statement which will emerge not from a single 
voice, but from the collective wisdom, prayer, and 
lived experience of parishioners across our three 
parishes. It reflects who we are becoming together. 

Through this process, I’ve learned how essential 
patient listening is. Bringing three communities into 
deeper unity is both inspiring and challenging. We’ve 
had moments of uncertainty and differing expectations, 
yet even in those moments, I’ve been encouraged by 
the generosity of spirit in the room—the desire to 
understand one another and to build something 
stronger than any one parish could create alone. 

We have made real progress in building trust, 
clarifying priorities, and imagining a shared future. 
Still, important work remains: strengthening 
communication, nurturing a unified identity, and 
discerning how best to serve our wider community 
with compassion and creativity. I am hopeful that, in 
the months ahead, we will begin shaping concrete 
initiatives that bring our vision to life in visible, 
meaningful ways. 

What gives me hope is the vision we shaped 
together. If we continue to root our work in that shared 
call—and in Christ’s invitation to welcome all—I 
believe we will help shape a future that is life giving.  

I am truly grateful for the opportunity be part of 
this Vision Council. 

Fred Verzosa, Immaculate Conception Church 
 

S erving on the Partners in the Gospel Vision 
Council has been a really meaningful part of 
this whole process for me. In the early months, 
when everything felt new and a little uncertain, 

the council gave us a real sense of community and 
helped us feel like we weren’t navigating the transition 
alone. It became a place where we could bring the 
experiences and feedback from our own churches and 
know they were being heard. Having that sounding 
board made our listening sessions and activities so 
much more thoughtful and effective. Through our 
conversations, I found myself growing more hopeful 
and energized about what our future as one parish 
could look like. Most of all, the council helped us build 
trust and shared purpose as we imagine the next 
chapter of our mission together. 

Deanna Tighe, Christ Our Hope 
 
 

Prior to joining the Vision Council of Parish Family 
17, I had never set foot inside Christ Our Hope or 
Immaculate Conception parishes. I didn’t know 
members of those communities, or have any sense of 
their unique charisms and context and mission. All this 
quickly changed for me upon joining the council and 
meeting members of these communities and listening 
to them. Relationships have been at the heart of my 
learning to expand and be open to this new venture of 
the greater Parish Family. I am deeply appreciative for 
the time and space being on the council that has 
afforded me the chance to learn more about the other 
parishes (beyond simply reading a report) and this was 
further advanced by making a commitment to attend 
Masses (more than once) at each of the other parishes 
and worship with my fellow sisters and brothers in 
Christ in their context and see for myself what is 
special about these other communities.  

I have hope because I truly believe that our hearts 
and our missions align very well with one another. We 
are three distinct communities with our own sense of 
place and history (though we do share the same urban 
Seattle context) but we are all committed to similar 
values: welcome and inclusivity of diverse groups of 
people, love for those on the margins and a 
commitment to go beyond our doors to reach the 
peripheries, beauty in our liturgy and sacred spaces (in 
our music, in our buildings, in our prayers). As the 
saying goes: we are more alike than we are different. I 
believe focusing on these common values will be our 
strength. 

The path forward for me is in continuing to build 
relationships amongst our family. To know one another 
beyond shared bulletins, and shared letters from our 
pastor. I believe the more we get to know one another, 
the more we share mission and outreach and times of 
prayer together, the more easily we will make the 
practical decisions regarding the business of the family. 

Sarah Riggio, St. James Cathedral 
 

W hen the Archdiocese announced 
finalized parish families two years ago, 
it felt to me like that trope of a parent 
grabbing two quarrelling siblings, 

forcing them into an embrace, and demanding: “love 
each other!” Our parishes weren’t quarrelling, but it 
sure seemed like a “forced embrace”—we didn’t ask 
for this change, we take pride in our parish, and we 
like things as they are. Now we’re a “family”? 

This was the mindset I brought with me to our first 
Vision Council meeting. I was representing St. James, 
ensuring our parish identity and community would be 
maintained and protected from change. But then Father 
Gary asked for something else: for us to be 
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representatives of the parish family and to create a 
vision that resonates with all parishioners of one 
unified parish, no matter which church they go to for 
Mass. 

It wasn’t an easy ask. I had to let down my 
defenses, listen earnestly, and embrace new ideas. I had 
to change how I spoke, using “our parish” and “us” to 
mean St. James, Immaculate Conception, and Christ 
our Hope rather than just St. James. I had to invest in 
exploring our three churches, neighborhoods, and 
communities, and allow myself to see them as one 
parish. 

But, in doing so, I realized that we’re far more alike 
than we are different. We all care deeply about service 
and social justice, welcoming and diversity, and liturgy 
that reflects our communities. We even have many of 
the same challenges: a desire for greater participation 
from young people and stewardship of finances and 
buildings. No doubt we have unique charisms, but 
these are amplified by being brought together. 

My own change in mindset gives me hope for our 
future. If we on the Vision Council could see each other 
as fellow parishioners, our parish community can get 
there, too. We can go from “forced embrace” to loving 
embrace—the kind Jesus calls us to in His New 
Commandment. 

John Engel-Kemnetz, St. James Cathedral 
 

O ur strength really is in our differences. That 
may sound cliché, but it is important to 
honor what each parish uniquely brings to 
the table. To multiply by three what we can 

accomplish, rather than only taking a perspective of 
what each parish must give up or lose to become one 
parish family. This is particularly true when it comes to 
our outreach ministries in the communities we are 
called to serve in this urban center of Downtown 
Seattle, the Central District, First Hill, and SODO.  

Understanding how we do things as distinct 
parishes and a willingness to learn from each other is 
vital. To build trust and know that our way of doing 
things is not the only, right, or best way, simply 
because it is what we already know or what feels most 
comfortable.  

Is this easier said than done? Yes. It’s bumpy and 
uncomfortable and sometimes downright hard to 
venture into the culture and local traditions of another 
parish—to build relationships that enable us to work 
together in new ways, without losing our identities. I 
remain hopeful that with the ever present guidance of 
the Holy Spirit, we are building a family that is 
different from any one of our three parishes as we 
know them today. Yet, we still will recognize ourselves 
fully and faithfully in the new reality. This work is at 

the heart of embracing “unity in diversity” within our 
parish family. I believe it will take time. Getting to 
know members of this body and participating in 
gatherings, services, and events at each parish has 
helped make a real and meaningful difference in how I 
envision the changes to come.  

Lisa Matchette, St. James Cathedral 
 

I n the two years since we became a parish family, 
the life of our communities has continued 
uninterrupted: the cycle of the liturgical year, 
Sunday Masses, weddings, baptisms, and 

funerals. But quietly, at the same time, we have been 
coming together for meetings, joint celebrations, and 
special events. The staff of our three parishes meet 
regularly, and our Parish Family Vision Council has 
been gathering monthly to explore what it means to be 
one parish family, and what our future will look like 
together.  
 It is a slow process, sometimes painfully slow, but 
as I look back over the past two years, I am aware that 
we have made great progress. I realize I no longer think 
of Immaculate Conception and Christ Our Hope as 
buildings, or as statistics, but as people with names and 
faces. We have learned to listen respectfully to each 
other, and to respect each other’s ways of doing things. 
Real relationships have been formed, and trust has 
grown. We have shared what our communities mean to 
us, and we have come to a deeper understanding of 
what we have in common. We have also begun to 
imagine, and even be excited by, the possibilities the 
future holds for us. We have begun to visualize how 
much more we will be able to do together than we can 
on our own. 
 For me, the process has been a reminder of the 
wisdom of Teilhard de Chardin’s famous words: 
 “Above all, trust in the slow work of God. We are 
quite naturally impatient in everything to reach the end 
without delay. We should like to skip the intermediate 
stages…. it is the law of all progress that it is made by 
passing through some stages of instability—and that it 
may take a very long time.” 
 In the days ahead, the Vision Council will be 
sharing a vision statement they have drafted together, 
as well as a list of initiatives which the Council has 
identified as priorities for our parish family in our first 
five years. Please be a part of this important process by 
engaging and offering feedback in the coming weeks. 
 And make Partners in the Gospel more than words 
on a page by attending Mass at Christ Our Hope or 
Immaculate Conception, and by participating in some 
of our joint events this summer. Then we can truly be 
partners in the Gospel! 

Maria Laughlin, St. James Cathedral 
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I  first came to the 
Church many 
years ago the 
way an old black 

cat might come in 
from heavy rain: half-
rabid but entirely 
wild, and slinking 
into a back row pew. 
Faith was an 
unfamiliar and new 
second language to 
me growing up 
outside of any 
religion. God became 
many things to me: 
shelter and bower; 
aesthetic muse; 
subject of all my 
studies and object of 
my most profound 
affections; confidant; 
Creator of the 
observable and 
unobservable 
Universe and Savior 
of the World; the light peeking through spring leaves 
and from the small gap under the door. If prompted 
further—and I was so often prompted in OCIA (Order 
of Christian Initiation for Adults)—I could continue 
until the Oxford English Dictionary runs out of words. 
Any of them would fail; all of my attempts to articulate 
the experience of God have felt like trying to staple a 
lightning bolt to a piece of printer paper. But now, 
having received the Sacraments of Initiation at the 
Easter Vigil, the question becomes: who am I to God, 
and who am I to God’s Church? These are the 
questions I have the great privilege of trying to answer 
for the rest of my life. 

The conversion to the faith is lifelong, but it’s one 
of discovery, not mastery. So I find myself wondering 
how I can be drawn further into discovering Christ in 

this new season of my life; I want to assume the 
posture of love honestly, and without mishandling 
grace. At the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus instructs his 
disciples and by extension us, also his disciples, that we 
are blessed already. Like the poet Mary Oliver says, 
“Sometimes I need/only to stand/wherever I am/to be 
blessed.” Christ says, Where you are I will meet you. I 
might try saying that back to him. This is the question 
of my newborn Christian life. Where shall I meet 
Christ? Where is he leading me? I spent twelve months 
in OCIA and from them sprouted a thousand more 
questions than I started with. Admittedly it has been a 
slow crawl towards grace, but I once heard a priest say 
in his homily that even the snails made it onto the ark. 

Maxine Martin 
 

M y journey of faith took 20 years to come 
to fruition. For various reasons I never 
followed through on getting baptized, 
but I developed a deep understanding of 

the theology, history, and traditions of the Church 

Who am I to God? 
Two of our newly-baptized adults reflect on the experience of becoming Catholic 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN BECOMING CATHOLIC? Do you have 
ques ons about the Catholic faith? Are you new to Mass and 
wondering what it’s all about? Are you cau ously curious about the 
Church, or perhaps decidedly interested in becoming Catholic? 
Informa on, John Marquez, 206-654-4640, jmarquez@stjames-
cathedral.org. 

Maxine Mar n is confirmed by Archbishop E enne at the Great Easter Vigil, April 4, 2026. “This is the ques on 
of my newborn Chris an life. Where shall I meet Christ? Where is he leading me?” 
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through my exploration. 
Then in 2024, everything 

changed. A series of life 
events found me leaning on a 
faith I had harbored but 
never nurtured. By that 
summer I was regularly 
attending Mass, adoration, 
and praying the Rosary of 
the Seven Sorrows of Mary. 
By the time I moved to 
Seattle that October, I was 
seeking to be baptized. 

In December I met with 
John Marquez, head of OCIA 
at St. James, and expressed 
my desires. I told him I didn't 
want to go through OCIA — 
that I was ready and 
committed to being fully 
Catholic. He told me I 
needed to go through the 
process, and that I would not 
be eligible for baptism until 
Easter of 2026. 

Had my faith been 
weaker, I might have walked 
away. But good things are 
worth waiting for. I was 
already convinced of the 
fullness of truth contained in 
the Church, the real presence 
of Christ in the Eucharist, 
and the unity of mission and 
faith embodied by our Holy 
Father the Pope. I decided to 
trust in God's plan and 
commit to the 16-month 
process before me. 

Something John said in 
that initial meeting stayed 
with me: that being Catholic 
was more than 
understanding the theology 
and traditions of the Church 
— that an essential part of being Catholic was 
practicing and understanding the faith as part of a 
community. This became the theme of my entire OCIA 
experience. 

Through the process I forged relationships with my 
fellow catechumens and OCIA staff that showed me 
what it means to bear witness to the faith — both our 
own and each other's. I came to understand what we 
mean when we say the Church is the living body of 

Christ, bound together through the communion of the 
Eucharist. Faith truly comes alive when we experience 
it with other people. 

My journey is not over, for the journey of faith is 
the journey of a lifetime. I look forward to continuing 
to grow and live in faith here at Saint James—and I 
thank God for the good people he has placed in my 
path along the way.  

Blake Alex 

Blake Alex is bap zed by Archbishop E enne at the Great Easter Vigil, April 4, 2026. “Faith truly 
comes alive when we experience it with other people.” 

The newly bap zed, both adults and children, gather at the altar a er the celebra on of the Easter 
Vigil on April 4. 
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F or many years I had dreamed of walking El 
Camino de Santiago—the Way of St. James. 
People have made this holy pilgrimage for 
1,200 years to the cathedral built over the 

grave of St. James. This spring my dream came true. At 
age 80, I am blessed with an adventurous spirit, good 
health, and a strong body. Of course, rigorous training 
was part of the preparation for my journey as was 
planning and making all my reservations. The 445-mile 
walk to Santiago would take 37 days, including four 
rest days, making my average day 13.5 miles. My 
intention was to deepen my communication and 
relationship with God and to gain a clearer 
understanding of the purpose of my life. 

Outfitted with only the essentials in my backpack, I 
began with wonder and excitement on April 10 in 
beautiful Pamplona, Spain. The good wishes and 
prayers of family and many friends, including Father 
Ryan, strengthened and supported me. It didn’t take 
long on day one to meet fellow travelers. “Buen 
Camino,” they greeted me as they passed by or walked 
with me for a bit. 

Soon I became comfortable with my own pace and 
gained confidence that the Camino de Santiago signs, 
the yellow arrows and shell symbols would guide me 
in this foreign land. My first spiritual insight was that 
the Camino signs were a metaphor for trusting in God. 
“Commit your way to the Lord; trust also in Him, and 
He will direct your path.” 

The Camino landscape gradually changes. During 
the first weeks, the wide-open vistas of verdant 
farmland, vineyards, olive groves, and big skies were 
an invitation to open my mind. Often on these days, 
though I knew other pilgrims were somewhere on this 
path, I could walk for hours without encountering 
another soul. It provided a quiet time for deep 
contemplation. 

Feeling the ground underfoot with each step, I 
sensed a very different connection to the earth, giving 
me a keen sense of my place in the universe. I 
experienced an opening of heart and mind and the 
beginning of an expansion of consciousness. It inspired 
a heartfelt sense of thankfulness to God for the 
blessings He has given me: my health, spirit, family 
and friends, and the comforts of my home. During this 

long walking meditation, I became more acutely aware 
of my communion with God and His loving presence 
in my life. 

The path gained elevation, seeming to disappear 
and then reappear around a bend. How thrilling it was 
to see a village perched high on a hill in the distance 
and then realize the path was taking me there. Soon I’d 
be enjoying a cup of tea and a rest. The downhill 
sections, often rocky, were more challenging. Then 
there were the long, flat, seemingly endless stretches 
that required deeper concentration to mitigate mental 
fatigue. 

I particularly loved the cool, wooded region of 
Galicia, perhaps because it resembles the Pacific 

Irene Mahler had the opportunity to walk the Camino in April-May 
of this year. “It’s as if through many consecu ve days of walking 
with purpose and inten on and periods of contempla on, my body 
and mind were shaken up, aired out and reassembled with a sharp, 
peaceful clarity.” 

A New Clarity 
Irene Mahler reflects on her pilgrimage to Santiago de Compostela 

Irene Mahler is a parishioner at St. James Cathedral. Photos 
courtesy Irene Mahler. 
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Northwest. The mountains in the distance, the 
evergreen trees, and the wild rhododendrons felt 
familiar. My senses became more acute as I 
progressed. I was fascinated by the cacophony of 
birdsong creating its own symphony, the wind 
rustling the leaves of oak and eucalyptus trees, the 
variety of earthy smells, and the ever-shifting light 
through the trees, overhead, and on the horizon. 

There were only a few rainy days. One in 
particular was difficult because it brought five 
hours of cold, driving mountain rain. The rocky 
path was muddy and slippery. It was a situation I 
couldn’t change, so I had to accept it and move 
forward. 

Along the way, one encounters an awesome 
sense of history: remnants of old city walls, ancient 
churches, Roman bridges, as well as magnificent 
cathedrals, castles, monasteries, and convents. How 
humbling it was for me to ponder the thousands of 
people who had lived here centuries before and 
those who had walked this path as pilgrims before 
me. 

Meeting and connecting with people has always 
come easy to me. The many kind and generous 
pilgrims from all over the world who shared their 
stories with me added a richness to my Camino and 
restored my faith in humanity during these difficult 
times: the insightful South Korean poet; a French 
Canadian attorney beginning his career; a US 
woman who had just been fired after years with her 
company; a musician who had just lost the love of 
his life; a woman struggling with a difficult 
marriage; the young French woman preparing to 
inherit her family’s international business; and the 
young man with an engineering degree who was really 
an artist and philosopher, struggling to find a career 
path. 

They were seeking answers, celebrating, 
discovering themselves, starting new lives, and dealing 
with loss. These and others became my Camino friends 
whom I was delighted to meet again down the road. 
We shared meals, walked, laughed and cried together, 
and sat side by side at Mass. Then they were gone. The 
intense friendships formed on the Camino compressed 
a lifetime of relationships into a few short weeks. 

Many experienced pain and hardship on the 
Camino. My hardship came in week two when my new 
iPhone locked me out. Apple said I had to wait two 
weeks for a new password. Unable to contact loved 
ones, take photos, or find my way to lodging 
reservations, I felt unmoored, isolated, and far more 
dependent on others than I liked. I couldn’t access my 
journal and had no alarm clock or compass. Several 
people tried to fix it to no avail. 

After six days, I accepted I must do without a 
phone. The next day, a Brazilian software engineer I 
was walking with asked to see my phone. Within 
minutes, he had unlocked it. What joy! 

I was reminded of many clichés. “Just let it go,” we 
say regarding a seemingly unsolvable problem. Or, 
when facing a huge task, we may say, “Take it one step 
at a time.” To fully savor life, we advise, “Live in the 
moment.” On the Camino, I was able not only to 
understand this advice but to live it and internalize it. 

The profound experience I had walking the 
Camino has changed me. It’s as if through many 
consecutive days of walking with purpose and 
intention and periods of contemplation, my body and 
mind were shaken up, aired out and reassembled with 
a sharp, peaceful clarity. It enables me to tap into 
beauty, insights, the gift of relationships and deeper 
communion with God as I did on the Camino. This new 
awareness is available to me in my everyday life by 
setting aside the time—even a little—to access it.  

Irene at the end of her journey, in front of the great Cathedral of San ago 
de Compostela. 
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I n Fall, 2027, Father Gary Lazzeroni will lead a 
parish pilgrimage to Spain and Portugal. The 
journey will begin in Barcelona and end in Lisbon. 
On the way, we’ll have opportunities to pray, 

learn, and celebrate together. A highlight will be 
walking short portions of the Camino de Santiago de 
Compostela. 
 
DAY 1 October 4, 2027 Monday 

Depart SeaTac for Barcelona, Spain. 
 

Day 2, October 5, Tuesday 
After arriving in Barcelona, we’ll board our bus 

and be on our way for an orientation tour.  
 

Day 3, October 6, Wednesday 
We’ll begin our day with a visit to Antonio Gaudi's 

masterpiece, Sagrada Familia. We’ll have Mass at the 
Tomb of Gaudi. After Mass, we’ll visit Montjuic Hill, 
the site of the 1992 Olympics, and enjoy a spectacular 
view over the city. Then, we’ll continue to Las Ramblas 
to stroll in the Gothic Quarter. Independent lunch and 
afternoon at leisure. In the evening, we’ll enjoy a 
special dinner and Flamenco Show. 

 
Day 4, October 7, Thursday 

This morning, we’ll leave Barcelona to visit the 
Abbey of Montserrat. For over a thousand years, 
pilgrims have made their way to the Benedictine Shrine 
of the Cherished Black Madonna. We’ll celebrate Mass 
at this storied Shrine. Time will be given to prayers and 
reflection in the Abbey. This afternoon, we’ll continue 
to Zaragoza. Upon arrival we’ll visit the Basilica of Our 
Lady of the Pillar, an important pilgrimage site. 

 
Day 5, October 8, Friday 

This morning, we’ll leave Zaragoza for Segovia (4-
hour bus ride), where St. Teresa founded her ninth 
convent in 1574. The foundation’s first Mass was 
celebrated by St. John of the Cross. We will visit the 
convent and celebrate Mass. After Mass, time will be 
given to venerate the remains of St. John of the Cross in 
the convent's church. We’ll enjoy a stroll in the Old 
Quarter of Segovia known for its Roman aqueduct, 
cathedral, and spectacular view of the Alcázar fortress 

from the Eresma River. After our visit we’ll continue on 
to Ávila (one-hour-bus-ride).  

 
Day 6, October 9, Saturday 

This morning, we’ll visit Ávila, a World Heritage 
City, completely encircled by eleventh-century walls. 
This is the birthplace of St. Teresa, reformer of the 
Carmelite order, and a great writer, mystic, and Doctor 
of the Church. During our stay in Ávila, we will visit 
and pray at the key sites associated with her life and 
work. We’ll visit the Convent of St. Teresa, built over 
the house where she was born. Continue to the 
Monastery of the Incarnation, where Teresa lived for 
the first 27 years of her religious life and for three years 
during her term of prioress beginning in 1571. 
Celebrate Mass in the chapel, which commemorates the 
“transverberation,” or piercing, of St. Teresa’s heart. 
After Mass, visit the Convent of San Jose, the first 
monastery of Discalced Carmelites founded by St. 
Teresa. In the afternoon, we’ll leave Ávila and travel 
north along the Camino to León (three-hour-bus-ride), 
the capital of Christian Spain at the start of the 
Reconquest. Overnight in Leon. 

 
Day 7, October 10, Sunday 

This morning, we’ll have a guided visit of León. 
Visit the Cathedral, dedicated to Mary, Mother of Jesus, 
one of the most beautiful in Spain. Daylight filters 
through over 12,000 square feet of stained-glass 

Parish Pilgrimage 2027 
Consider joining Father Gary Lazzeroni on a pilgrimage to Spain and Portugal 

 

Maria Laughlin is Director of Pastoral Ministries at St. James 
Cathedral.  

Sagrada Familia in Barcelona 
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windows. Celebrate Mass in 
the Cathedral. 

In the afternoon, we’ll 
leave Leon and travel to 
Santibáñez de Valdeiglesias 
where we will have the 
opportunity to walk a 7.5-mile 
portion of the Camino to 
Santiago de Compostela, from 
Santibáñez to Astorga. From 
Astorga, we’ll continue as a 
group to Santiago de 
Compostela. 

 
Day 8, October 11, Monday 

Breakfast at our hotel. 
This morning, we will walk 
another portion of the 
“Camino de 
Santiago” (pilgrim way of St. 
James) from Avenida de los 
Concheiros to Cruz de San 
Pedro and on to Puerta del 
Carmen, Rua Casa Reales, 
and Azabacheria. We’ll plan 
to arrive at the Cathedral in 
time to participate at the Pilgrim Mass at the 
Cathedral’s high altar. See the botafumeiro, a massive 
thurible that hangs by means of a system of pulleys 
from the roof of the Cathedral. The relics of St. James 
repose in the high altar. Pilgrims can follow the 
centuries-old tradition of climbing the stairs behind the 
altar to embrace the golden statue of the saint. Below 
the statue is the crypt that contains the bones of St. 
James. In the afternoon, we'll have free time to explore 
Santiago de Compostela. 

 
Day 9, October 12, Tuesday 

This morning we’ll check out of our hotel and 
drive south to the city of Porto with its historic center, 
the Ribeira district, a UNESCO World Heritage site. 

Enjoy a wine tasting of the Douro Valley with light 
lunch. The balance of the day at leisure to enjoy Porto. 
Overnight in Porto. 

 
Day 10, October 13, Wednesday 

This morning, we’ll have a walking tour of the 
Ribeira district, with its narrow, cobbled streets dotted 
with small bars and eateries. Beside the Douro River, 
Praça da Ribeira square is lined with colorful 18th-
century townhouses, while the neoclassical landmark, 
Palácio da Bolsa, is known for its ornate interiors. We’ll 
visit the breathtaking Porto Cathedral, dedicated to the 
Assumption of Our Lady. Celebrate Mass at the 

Cathedral. 
In the afternoon, we’ll 
continue to Fátima, where the 
Blessed Mother appeared in 
1917 to three shepherd 
children. After dinner at our 
hotel, we'll join the 9:30 pm 
Rosary in the Chapel of the 
Apparitions and candlelight 
procession.  
 
Day 11, October 14, Thursday 
After breakfast at our hotel, 
we will celebrate Mass in the 
Chapel of the Apparitions. 
Afterward, our guide will 
take us on a tour of the Shrine 
of Fátima, built on the site of 
the apparitions of Our Lady of 
Fátima to the three shepherd 
children, Lucia, Jacinta, and 
Francisco. Visit the tombs of 
the child saints of Fátima, the 
Basilica of Our Lady of the 
Rosary, and the Basilica of the 
Holy Trinity. We will then 

visit Aljustrel, the hamlet where the three children 
lived, as well as Valinhos, where Our Lady appeared 
after the children’s return from prison. We will also 
visit the church where the children were baptized. 
Lunch is on your own. The rest of the day will be free 
for prayer and rest. After dinner at the hotel, we can 
join the 9:30 pm Rosary in the Chapel of the 
Apparitions and candlelight procession. 

 
Day 12, October 15, Friday: Fátima | Lisbon 

This morning, we leave Fatima to visit Lisbon. 
Upon arrival, we’ll have an orientation tour of the 
Belem Quarter: Belem Tower, 25 April Bridge, 
Discoveries Monument, and St. Jerome’s Monastery. 
We’ll continue on to visit the Church of St. Anthony in 
Lisbon, where in 1195, the patron saint of Portugal was 
born. Continue to Lisbon Cathedral and see the 
baptismal font where Anthony was baptized. Celebrate 
Mass at the Cathedral. Lunch and the afternoon on 
your own. In the evening, we'll enjoy a farewell dinner. 

 
Day 13, October 16, Saturday 

After an early breakfast, we’ll be transferred to 
Lisbon Airport for our return flight to Seattle. 

 
Registration is open! Group size is limited to 80. Visit 
https://petersway.com/1478.html for details.  

Avila: statue of St. Teresa and medieval walls 
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H ow lucky 
can a person 
get? Ten 
years ago, as 

I marked the fiftieth 
anniversary of my 
ordination to the 
priesthood, I had the 
great joy of meeting 
Pope Francis at St. 
Peter’s Basilica in the 
Vatican. It was a never-
to-be-forgotten 
experience. The warmth 
and spontaneity of the 
Holy Father touched me 
deeply as he placed his 
hand on my shoulder, 
smiled, and then reached 
out to trace a cross on 
my forehead. I found 
myself throwing my 
arms around him and 
kissing him on the cheek. 
It was an entirely 
spontaneous reaction on my part and as I did so, I 
asked myself if I was really doing it, but photographs 
don’t lie! It was as if he invited it. I was on cloud nine 
for days! 

Then, this past March, in the year of my sixtieth 
anniversary, lightning struck again when I had the 
great privilege of meeting Pope Leo XIV. This was 
another moment I will treasure forever, and the fact 
that our meeting happened to fall on my 85th birthday 
made it absolutely unforgettable. Pope Leo comes 
across as extremely kind, peaceful, gentle yet strong, 
anchored in God. He looked me straight in the eye 
with a gaze that spoke compassion and engagement 
and he gave me the sense that there was nothing more 
important to him at that moment than our encounter. 
It’s a rare gift he has, and it was a rare experience for 
me. In our brief exchange I was able to thank him for 
his steady, courageous leadership in a world desperate 
for leaders we can trust, and I thanked him, too, for 
keeping the Second Vatican Council front-and-center 

for the Church. “Too many people don’t know how 
important it is,” he said to me. 

Two very different experiences from two very 
different men of God. In both of them, I felt I came 
close to meeting the Holy Spirit! Or maybe I should say 
that it was easy to get a glimpse of the Holy Spirit in 
each of them!  

Pope Francis reminded us of the centrality of the 
poor and forgotten of this world and in everything he 
said and did he was living proof of the Joy of the 
Gospel. It’s clear that Pope Leo has wholeheartedly 
embraced Pope Francis’ priorities: a poor church for 
the poor, an outward-looking church, a church that 
boldly preaches unity in the midst of division, and 
peace in the face of war. 

And this much is certain: the Church continues to 
be in the best possible hands. How blessed are we!  

A Graced Encounter 
Father Ryan reflects on meeting Pope Leo XIV 

Father Michael G. Ryan is the Pastor Emeritus of St. James 
Cathedral. 

The stars aligned on March 11, 2026, when Father Ryan had the opportunity to meet Pope Leo XIV: this year 
Father Ryan celebrates his 60th anniversary of ordina on, and March 11 was his 85th birthday! 



In Your Midst July 2026 13 

 

F or the past several months, Sarah Riggio has 
been quietly staffing a hospitality table for 
immigrants and refugees at the BI office in 
Tukwila. The story of how she came to do this 

reflects her deep faith and her willingness to listen to 
what God is calling her to do. 
 Sarah and her family–her husband Brook and 
their five children—have been parishioners at St. James 
Cathedral since 2015. Until recently, Sarah worked at 
Our Lady of Guadalupe as a Pastoral Assistant for 
Faith Formation. In the summer of 2025, Sarah felt God 
was pulling her to do something different, although she 
wasn’t sure what. Nonetheless, she quit her job and 
waited to see where she was led next. 
 Seven years ago, Sarah and her family welcomed a 
man and his 15-year-old daughter from Honduras into 
their home. Their path to Seattle was an arduous one; 
the father was sent back over the border while the 
daughter was detained in the US. An organization 
called Al Otro Lado (The Other Side) helped to reunite 
the family, which now included a 9-year-old son as 
well, and Sarah’s family offered a place for them to live. 
 The family lived in Sarah’s family home for 1 ½ 
years. The father spoke no English and Sarah admits 
her family’s Spanish was spotty at best, but while the 
experience was difficult it changed her life. Sarah’s 
journey with immigrants began here, and has only 
grown stronger over time. 
 In time, the mother, along with a young daughter, 
joined the rest of the family and applied for asylum. 
The mother was placed in the Intensive Supervision 
Appearance Program, which required her to wear an 
ankle bracelet (Spanish speaking refugees call this “El 
Grillete,” which means “the shackle”) and report to the 
BI office in Tukwila every two weeks. BI is a private, 
for-profit organization under the GEO Corporation, 
which also runs the Northwest Detention Center in 
Tacoma. Both are subcontracted by, and work closely 
with U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement 
(ICE). The BI office in Tukwila is the only such facility 
in Western Washington, which means people have to 
come from as far away as Chehalis and the northern 

border of Washington. 
 Sarah drove the mother to her appointments and 
sat with her in the BI office waiting room, a cold place 
with no water and locked bathroom facilities, where 
asylum seekers wait for up to 2 hours before being 
seen. These interviews are overshadowed by the 
possibility of being detained, exacerbated by the 
occasional presence of ICE officials, so the general 
atmosphere is one of fear. It was during these sessions 
in the waiting room in late September that the genesis 
of an idea began to form for Sarah. 
 In December Sarah and a small group of like-
minded people set up a hospitality table in front of the 
BI office. Because BI is private property, they were not 
allowed in the parking lot, but the City of Tukwila, 
which approves of Sarah’s mission, gave them 
permission to use the parking strip. There are signs in 
Spanish and English saying “You are welcome here” 
and “free coffee.” There are snacks as well as 
information on where to get legal help and other 
community resources. But most of all, there are warm 
smiles, deep compassion, and a comforting presence. 
Recently, tea was added to the offerings just to 
accommodate a woman from Afghanistan. 
 Sarah and her hospitality table are there every 
Monday – Friday, from 9-12. She feels this is what God 
was calling her to do… but she needs help. Do you feel 
called?  

Café Gratis 
Sarah Riggio reaches out to those on the margins 

Joyce Mork-O’Brien is a long me parishioner at St. James 
Cathedral. If you would like to sign up for a volunteer shi  or 
contribute to the cost of supplies, contact Erica de Klerk 
edeklerk@stjames-cathedral.org or 206-382-4511. 

Sarah Riggio and Ma e Go brath at Café Gra s. 
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Humanity Faces a Pivotal Choice 
Humanity, created by God in all its grandeur, is 

today facing a pivotal choice: either to construct a new 
Tower of Babel or to build the city in which God and 
humanity dwell together. Each generation inherits the 
task of shaping its own era, of guiding history to 
become a place where the dignity of every person is 
safeguarded, justice is promoted and fraternity is made 
possible. Yet every era also runs the risk of creating an 
inhumane and more unjust world. Whenever humanity 
is in danger of marring its true identity, we Christians 
lift our eyes to the Incarnate God, knowing that it is 
“only in the mystery of the Word made flesh that the 
mystery of humanity truly becomes clear.” In Jesus 
Christ, this humanity in its grandeur becomes the Way, 
the Truth and the Life, opening the path for each of us 
to grow toward fullness. (1) 

 
Building the City of God 

Let us not be afraid to get our hands dirty on the 
“construction site” of our time. Like Nehemiah, let us 
pray, plan wisely and work perseveringly, placing God 
at the forefront of our actions and the human person at 
the center of our choices. Thus, the “rejected stones”—
the poor, the sick, the migrants and the least among us 
—will become the cornerstone, and a solid, welcoming 
common home will emerge on the earth, where love 
and faithfulness will finally meet, and righteousness 
and peace will embrace (cf. Ps 85:10)... (16) 

 
Human Dignity 

When we speak of dignity, we do not always use 
the word in the same way. Sometimes we refer to moral 
dignity, namely the way in which a person directs his 
or her choices and actions. At other times, we think of 
social dignity, which refers to a person’s living 
conditions and the concrete respect received from 
society. In other cases, we refer to existential dignity, 
meaning the way in which a person perceives his or her 
own worth and the value of life. These aspects of 
dignity can be enhanced or diminished. In addition to 
these notions, there is also the more profound and 
important level of ontological dignity. This is the 
dignity that belongs to every human being simply by 
virtue of existing, of having been willed, created and 

loved by God. No sin, failure, humiliation or exclusion 
can diminish the profound value of a human life that 
God has willed and called into being. 

The fundamental dignity of each person, therefore, 
is neither acquired nor earned, nor does it need to be 
justified. (52-53) 

 
What is AI? 

...We must avoid the misconception of equating 
this type of “intelligence” with that of human beings. 
These systems merely imitate certain functions of 
human intelligence. In doing so, they often surpass 
human intelligence in speed and computational 
capacity, offering tangible benefits across many fields. 
Yet this power remains entirely tied to data processing. 
So-called artificial intelligences do not undergo 
experiences, do not possess a body, do not feel joy or 
pain, do not mature through relationships and do not 
know from within what love, work, friendship or 
responsibility mean. Nor do they have a moral 
conscience, since they do not judge good and evil, 
grasp the ultimate meaning of situations, or bear 
responsibility for consequences. They may imitate 
language, behavior and analytical skills, or even 
simulate empathy and understanding, but they do not 
understand what they produce, for they lack the 
affective, relational and spiritual perspective through 
which human beings grow in wisdom. (99) 

 
Human Suffering 

Even when limitations are experienced as inner 
suffering, human wisdom teaches us not to deny or 

Magnifica Humanitas 
Ten key ideas from Pope Leo XIV’s first encyclical 

Read the whole encyclical at www.va can.va or pick up a 
copy in the Cathedral Bookstore. 
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suppress it, but to integrate it. To eliminate suffering 
entirely would mean, in the end, extinguishing love 
and desire as well. Those who love and desire cannot 
avoid passing through trial and suffering; and over the 
years, we carry within us lessons that leave their mark 
like scars, the memories of a journey shaped by 
freedom and failure, dreams and disappointments. It is 
only thanks to the interplay of these elements that the 
wonders of the soul occur within us, allowing us to 
sense the richness of our humanity. To renounce this 
adventure, both tragic and splendid, in the name of a 
presumed transcendence of all limits, could mean 
many things, but it would no longer be human. (120) 

 
Transparency in the Church 

Christian communities, too, are called to commit 
themselves to transparency in communication and to 
the honest pursuit of facts. Sadly, this has not always 
been the case. We have witnessed with shame the 
emergence of painful truths concerning even members 
of the Church and ecclesial realities. In particular, some 
journalists, driven by a passion for truth, have played a 
crucial role in bringing injustices and abuses to light. 
To them, I wish to repeat the words that Pope 
Francis used in speaking to journalists: “I also thank 
you for what you tell us about what goes wrong in the 
Church, for helping us not to sweep it under the carpet, 
and for the voice you have given to the victims of 
abuse.” Yet vigilance and transparency remain first and 
foremost a grave responsibility for the Church herself, 
and we must not wait for others to compel us to 
confront uncomfortable truths about ourselves. (138) 

 
The Meaning of Work 

Work remains a fundamental dimension of the 
human experience, for not only is it a means of 
sustenance, but it is also a context for expression, 
relationships and contributing to the community. 
Therefore, the problems related to work extend beyond 
the income necessary for family survival. A society that 
guarantees employment to only a small fraction of the 
population, despite having a high level of technical 
development, risks exposing many to forced inactivity, 
a lack of responsibility and the absence of daily tasks 
and stimuli, resulting in human and cultural 
impoverishment. This creates a paradox of material 
progress and anthropological regression that 
undermines the foundations of a just and stable social 
peace. For this reason, the Church’s Social Doctrine 
insists that access to work for all must be a high 
priority for public policies and economic processes, 
serving as a criterion for evaluating the human quality 
of any development model. (154) 

 

War, Peace, and Memory 
We are also witnessing a disconcerting loss of 

historical memory, as first-hand accounts of the 
Holocaust and the two World Wars are disappearing. 
This leads to a selective or distorted rewriting of the 
past, in a context where fake news and the 
manipulation of narratives obscure the lessons that 
have been learned. Without a living memory of the 
horrors of war, political decisions risk being made on 
the basis of power alone, without any consideration for 
the long-term consequences. (191) 

 
The Civilization of Love 

The twentieth-century Catholic author J.R.R. 
Tolkien, in the words of a protagonist in one of his 
novels, described our responsibility in this way: “It is 
not our part to master all the tides of the world, but to 
do what is in us for the succour of those years wherein 
we are set, uprooting the evil in the fields that we 
know, so that those who live after may have clean earth 
to till.” The civilization of love will not arise from a 
single or spectacular gesture, but from the sum total of 
small and steadfast acts of fidelity that serve as a 
bulwark against dehumanization. For this reason, it is 
worthwhile pausing to reflect on some aspects of how 
we, each in our own way, can cooperate in building the 
civilization of love. Without presuming to exhaust this 
theme, I would like to propose five paths toward daily 
and public responsibility: the need to disarm words, 
building peace through justice, adopting the 
perspective of victims, cultivating a healthy realism 
and reviving dialogue and multilateralism. (213) 

 
The Face of Christ 

The dignity inscribed in each of us by the Holy 
Spirit can also be seen in our capacity to reflect 
critically, choose and love freely, and form authentic 
relationships. No computational system, however 
sophisticated, can create a heart that gives itself, or a 
conscience that discerns good from evil. Even when 
machines excel in efficiency, a human face that asks to 
be gazed upon remains the center of our history. This 
human face is the fullness toward which history is 
moving. It is the mystery of “recapitulation”: the 
certainty that the Father has decreed to bring all things, 
those in heaven and those on earth, back to Christ, the 
one Head (cf. Eph 1:10). In this plan, nothing will be 
lost that is authentically human. Indeed, everything 
will be purified and reunited in the One, who gathers 
every fragment of life, every tear and every 
authentically human achievement, rescuing them from 
nothingness and delivering them, redeemed, to the 
Father. (233)  
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T his year, the Bishops of the United States 
chose to mark the 250th anniversary of 
Declaration of Independence by consecrating 
the nation to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. It’s a 

good time to discover—or rediscover—this devotion. 
 

History of Devotion to the Sacred Heart 
The heart of Christ has been a focal point of 

devotion for centuries. Mystics like St. Gertrude the 
Great (1256-1302) and St. Catherine of Siena (1342-1380) 
meditated on the open side of Christ, and on his heart, 
pierced for the sins of the human family. St. John Eudes 
(1641-1680) was the first to promote the liturgical 
observance of a feast in honor of the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus. But with the revelations to St. Margaret Mary 
Alacoque beginning in 1673, the devotion began to 
spread like wildfire.  

At that time, the Jansenist heresy was rife in 
France. Jansenists taught that Christ died for some—
those chosen in advance—not for all; frequent 
communion was discouraged. Then, in 1673, Christ 
appeared to Margaret Mary Alacoque, a Visitation nun 
in Paray-le-Monial, France. Margaret Mary wrote: “he 
revealed to me the wonders of his love and the 
inexplicable secrets of his Sacred Heart which he had 
hitherto kept hidden from me.” Jesus instructed 
Margaret Mary not to keep this grace to herself. She 
had a mission: to share the love and mercy of Christ, 
reflected in the image of the Sacred Heart, far and 
wide. Through Margaret Mary, Christ called his 
faithful to frequent communion; to adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament; to prayer of reparation for those 
who neglected Christ’s great love, especially in the 
Eucharist; and above all, to trust in his love and mercy. 

 
Understanding the Sacred Heart Today 

Images of the Sacred Heart are found in almost 
every Catholic church, but devotion to the Sacred Heart 
is often misunderstood. In his 2024 encyclical on the 
Sacred Heart—his last major teaching—Pope Francis 
wrote, “Some have questioned whether this symbol is 
still meaningful today.” But, he went on, “living as we 
do in an age of superficiality… all of us need to 
rediscover the importance of the heart” (Dilexit nos, 2). 

To contemplate Christ’s heart is not to separate his 
heart from the rest of his body, but to focus our 
attention on Christ’s saving love. In the Scriptures, the 
heart is the center, the interior reality of the person, the 
place of truth, the source of compassion and love. Thus, 
when we speak of the heart of Christ, we are speaking 
of the very core of his being; and the image of the 
Sacred Heart show us Christ generously revealing to 
humanity a heart that bears the wounds of the Passion, 
but is on fire with love. 

Devotion to the Sacred Heart should draw us closer 
to the Eucharist: “O most Sacred, most loving Heart of 
Jesus, Thou art concealed in the Holy Eucharist, and 
Thou beatest for us still,” prayed St. John Henry 
Newman. This devotion should deepen our love of 
God and neighbor. St. Thérèse found in the heart of 
Jesus the source of her little way of confidence and 
love: “I find perfection very easy to practice because I 
have understood it is a matter of taking hold of Jesus 
by his heart.” 

The Sacred Heart of Jesus can do more change than 
change our individual hearts: it can change the world. 
Pope Francis has written: “Reconciliation and peace are 
also born of the heart... There, in that heart, we can 
truly come at last to know ourselves and we learn how 
to love” (Dilexit nos, 28-30). 

Thus, it seems altogether fitting, as we mark 250 
years of Independence, to consecrate our nation to the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus—to pray for unity, and to seek 
from the love and mercy of Christ the “social miracle” 
of mutual respect, openness, and love.  

The Wonders of His Love 
Renewing our devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus 

 

Corinna Laughlin is Director of Worship at St. James 
Cathedral. Read Archbishop E enne’s Pastoral Le er on the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus at www.archsea le.org. 
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S t. James Cathedral quickly became my 
favorite place in Seattle when I moved here 
from Alaska just over seven years ago. The 
more I’ve gotten involved in the life of the 

parish, the richer my life has become. It’s truly a 
privilege to now work for this place that is so dear 
to me as the Youth and Young Adult Director for 
our parish family of St. James Cathedral, 
Immaculate Conception, and Christ Our Hope. 
 Not long after Father Gary approached me 
about discerning this role, I had a growing sense 
that this could be where God was leading me. As I 
reflected on how much my own faith has grown 
over the past several years, and how much it has 
helped me navigate some of the challenges of being a 
young person in today’s society, I began to feel a deep 
hope for what youth and young adult ministry in our 
parish family could become. 
 I dream of a parish family that builds upon the 
great ministry many of our teens are already living out, 
while helping them grow deeper in faith, closer in 
community, and more connected with young Catholics 
across the Archdiocese. 
 I dream of a parish family where young adults do 
not feel alone or disconnected, but are supported, 
welcomed, and rooted in their faith community. 
 I dream of a parish family where every young 
person who walks through our doors knows they 
belong here and that they are loved by God. 
 I recognize the challenge of this mission. Building 
something meaningful for both youth and young 
adults will take time, effort, patience, and creativity. 
But over the past three months since I started this role, 
I’ve become increasingly confident that we can build 
something truly special — not just for our parish 
family, but for the city of Seattle at large. 
 We are living in a time when so many young 
people are searching: for purpose, for truth, and for 
real connection. At the same time, we are seeing 
something incredible: more and more young people are 
returning to the Church, longing to be part of 
something bigger than themselves. Our parish family 
has the opportunity to meet them there—to welcome 
them, to walk with them, and to help them encounter 
Christ in a real and lasting way. 

 The young adult ministry has already begun with 
encouraging momentum. We have started gathering on 
the first Friday of each month for Taizé prayer and a 
meal together. We have also begun meeting on the 
third Sunday of each month after the evening Mass. We 
recently hosted our first service project, making more 
than 250 sandwiches for the St. Martin de Porres 
shelter. Through these gatherings, our young adult 
WhatsApp community has grown to over 90 people! 
 While we have taken a slower approach with the 
teens, we have also begun laying the foundation for a 
strong youth ministry. We hosted listening sessions to 
better understand what young people are truly 
yearning for as they grow in faith and community. One 
of the strongest themes we heard was a desire to put 
faith into action. Many of our teens want to serve their 
neighbors and live out the faith in concrete ways. We 
also heard a strong desire for friendship rooted in faith. 
The teens made it clear that community matters deeply, 
and that they are much more likely to show up 
consistently when their friends are there with them. 
 We hosted a kickoff BBQ for teens and their 
families, bringing more than 40 people from our parish 
family together for fun, fellowship, and anticipation for 
what is to come. Starting this fall, we will host youth 
gatherings on the 1st and 3rd Sunday of each month, 
with a strong emphasis on service projects, faith 
sharing, and fellowship. 
 With your prayers, encouragement, generosity, 
and involvement, I believe we can build a ministry 
where youth and young adults are welcomed, formed, 
strengthened, and sent out to live as joyful disciples of 
Christ.  

Building Momentum for Youth 
Blake Steller shares his dreams for revitalizing youth and young adult ministry 

Blake Steller is the Pastoral Assistant for Youth and Young 
Adult Ministry for our parish family. 



December 2025 
6. Madre de las Americas is 
one of the largest events of the 
year. Hundreds from parishes 
all over the entire Archdiocese 
of Seattle gather to honor Our 
Lady of Guadalupe in a festive 
and exuberant celebration. 
7. Britten’s delightful oratorio 
St. Nicolas was performed by 
Opus 7 and the Cathedral’s 
own Schola Cantorum. 
14. The Children’s Christmas 
Party launched a new hoodie 
for our Cathedral youth and 
took them on a fun scavenger 
hunt through Cathedral Hall.  
19. Readings and Carols with 
the Schola Cantorum is a 
treasured holiday tradition, 
concluding with the singing of 
Silent Night by candlelight. 
25. Christmas! In his homily at 
the Vigil Mass, Father Gary 
said: “[Jesus] never leaves us. 
Even if we wander away, he is 
always there, always here, 
with us. Even if it feels like 
he’s absent sometimes, he is 
there, he is here, with you, 
with us. That, my friends is the Good News of this 
night. That is the story that is ever ancient and ever 
new. I invite you to allow this most beautiful story into 
your heart... allow yourself to be carried along by this 
story of a love that is ever ancient and ever new.” 
31. Candlelight Mass on New Year’s Eve. This 
contemplative Mass has become a beloved tradition in 
just three years! Hundreds gathered to pray for a 
peaceful and blessed 2026. 
 

January 2026 
24-25. Electronics Recycling Drive. This year the teens 
in our Faith in Action program helped facilitate the 
drive, collecting hundreds of items. 
28. Prayer for Christian Unity. In partnership with the 
Center for Ecumenical and Interfaith Engagement, we 
hosted a powerful event gathering leaders from across 
many denominations for prayer and a shared meal. 
31. For the second year, our Communal Celebration of 
the Anointing of the Sick was celebrated at 
Immaculate Conception Church, with a special 
procession following the Mass to the historic Lourdes 
Grotto in the church. 

February 2026 
14. St. Vincent de Paul Society 
hosted a special fundraiser: 
Love Thy Neighbor Catholic 
Matchmaking Event. The 
event drew some sixty young 
people who shared dinner 
and lively conversation, while 
raising funds for our 
neighbors in need. 
18. Ash Wednesday. The 
solemn beginning of the 
season of Lent. 
21. Father Stephen Rowan 
offered Lincoln and Our 
Times, an opportunity to 
explore key texts of Lincoln in 
the light of faith. 
22. Patty Repikoff led the 
parish in a Lenten retreat 
entitled Rend your Hearts. 
 
March 2026 
16. Community 
Conversations around 
Partners in the Gospel were 
held throughout Lent to 
explore where God is leading 
us as a parish family in the 

days ahead. The input provided in these conversations 
helped to form the vision and initiatives drafted by our 
Parish Family Vision Council. 
18. We hosted a solemn Way of the Cross as part of 
PraySeattle, an ecumenical initiative to get Seattleites 
praying together during Lent. It was wonderful to 
welcome friends from across the Christian family to 
experience a Catholic devotion and the beauty of St. 
James Cathedral. 
21. The Detention Lottery was a dramatic performance 
presented by St. James Immigrant Assistance in 
partnership with Saint Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral and 
many other agencies. The Cathedral Hall was packed 
for this special event which helped participants 
experience the anguish of undocumented men and 
women. 
 
April 2026 
3. This year, we welcomed Father Stephen Rowan to 
preach the Tre Ore on Good Friday. 
4. Six adults and five children were baptized at the 
Easter Vigil. Read reflections by two of our neophytes 
on pages 6-7 of this issue. 

 

Cathedral Almanac 
Snapshots of life at St. James Cathedral, June-November, 2025 

Above: Madre de las Americas, one of the most exuberant 
liturgies of the year, on December 6. Below: Children of the 
Schola Cantorum present Readings and Carols on 
December 19. 
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Maria Laughlin is Director of Development at St. James Cathedral. 

5. Easter! In his homily for 
today, Father Gary noted: 
“Our share in Jesus’ 
resurrection assures us that 
we will have new life, not 
only at the end of our lives, 
but right now. That’s why 
today is about rejoicing. 
That’s why today is about joy. 
All we have to do is let the 
Lord surprise us as he rolls 
the stone away from our 
tombs.” 
13. Our Synodal, Diaconal 
Church was an event co-
sponsored by Discerning 
Deacons and the Archdiocese 
of Seattle. We welcomed 
Synodal delegate Geert de 
Cubber of Belgium, the only 
permanent deacon to be a 
voting member of the synod.  
21. David: A Man after God’s 
Own Heart, a Bible study with 
John Simpson, began its 6-
week run. John retired at the 
end of June. 
 
May 2026 
2. Living in Authoritarian 
Times was a workshop 
helping participants discern 
faithful responses to 
authoritarianism today.  
3. A wonderful group of 
children celebrated their First 
Holy Communion at the 
Noon Mass. 
13. Poem of the Month Live 
showcased four poems about 
the Blessed Virgin Mary in a 
special live format on Zoom. 
15. Today, we gathered for the 
Funeral Mass of Father David 
A. Brant, who died in the early 
hours of April 23 just shy of his 
91st birthday. In his homily for today, Father Ryan 
said: “The steady rhythms of the Church’s liturgical 
year from Advent to Pentecost, from parable to 
Apocalypse, were the rhythms of David’s carefully 
regulated life as he moved prayerfully, steadily, and 
intentionally through each of the liturgical seasons. But, 
of all those seasons, Advent was clearly his favorite, his 
absolute favorite. I always thought that Advent with its 
lilting antiphons and lovely chants, spoke to his soft, 
sentimental, even romantic side. Soft, sentimental, 
romantic? Father Brant? Trust me! Those of us who 
knew him were aware that even though he could be 
somewhere between fussy and testy—or occasionally a 
bit irascible—at times, that was far from the whole 
story. Far from it. There was a lot of love in David: he 

loved the Lord, he loved the 
Church, he loved the 
priesthood, he loved his 
family, and he loved his 
friends.” 
24. Pentecost. Father Gary’s 
homily today included these 
words: “when we become 
discouraged at the state of our 
lives or the state of our world, 
and allow ourselves to get 
locked behind the doors of 
fear and regret, let us pray for 
God’s Holy Spirit to 
strengthen us and empower us 
for the new opportunities that 
God puts before us.” 
 
June 2026 
1. The Cathedral staff hosted a 
dinner for more than forty 
new parishioners. 
6. Archbishop Etienne 
presided at the Mass of 
Ordinations to the 
Priesthood. Congratulations 
to Father Simon Stehr and 
Father Damien-Joseph 
Rappuhn, OSB! 
7. The Corpus Christi 
Procession after the 10:00am 
Mass was an opportunity to 
share our faith with our 
neighbors on First Hill. 
9. The Celebration of 
Ministries Dinner honors 
those who serve in dozens of 
ministries at St. James 
Cathedral. The dinner was 
prepared as always by our 
friends at Pagliacci Pizza, who 
also provide pizza for our 
Cathedral Kitchen every 
Thursday night. Thank you, 
Pagliacci Pizza and Matt and 

Michelle Galvin! 
12. Joseph Adam offered a special recital celebrating 
the 25th anniversary of the Archbishop Thomas J. 
Murphy Millennium Organ.  
27-28. We welcomed Bishop John Oballa from Kenya 
to share about the needs of the Diocese of Ngong. 
 
July 2026 
1. Father Gary Lazzeroni marked his first anniversary 
as pastor of St. James Cathedral, Immaculate 
Conception, and Christ Our Hope. 
11. It was a privilege to host the funeral for Speight 
Jenkins, Jr., former General Director of the Seattle 
Opera.  

Top: Father David Alan Brant died on April 23, 2026. May he 
rest in peace! Middle: A wonderful group of children who 
celebrated their First Holy Communion on May 3. Bottom: 
Father Gary Lazzeroni gives Benediction at the conclusion of 
the Corpus Christi Procession on June 7. 



 

 

 

Join the fun! Monday, August 31 

St. James Cathedral and Pagliacci Pizza present the 29th Annual 
Archbishop Raymond G. Hunthausen 

Charity Golf Tournament 
benefiting the Cathedral Kitchen and other outreach ministries 

 

Monday, August 31, 2026 
Glendale Country Club, Bellevue 

INFORMATION and REGISTRATION 
www.stjames-cathedral.org/golf 

Maria Laughlin, 206-382-4284 or mlaughlin@stjames-cathedral.org 


