Solemn Vespers
of Easter
PROCESSION TO THE PASCHAL CANDLE

LUCERNARIUM
All sing the Alleluia following the cantor

		

We know that Christ, raised from the dead, dies no more;
death no longer has power over him. As to his death,
he died to sin once and for all; as to life, he lives for God. ℜ

		

O life-giving Cross, door to Paradise, through you
the power of death is swallowed up, and we are raised
from earth to heaven. ℜ

		

O Lord and Savior, You enlightened the world by Your cross;
and Your life-giving Resurrection has given light to the Universe.
Shine in splendor, O Jerusalem, for the glory of the Lord
has risen upon you! ℜ

		

O holy women, what need is there here of ointments?
God has anointed the world with his Christ;
and from the tomb the Lord has filled the earth
with the fragrant incense of his grace. ℜ

EXPOSITION OF
THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
Please kneel with the presider and remain kneeling

Psalm 126

In convertendo

Antiphon
Cantor alone first, then ALL repeat:

Schola:
When the Lord brought Zion’s captives home again,
at first we were like people dreaming.
Then our mouth broke into laughter
and our lips into song.
ALL repeat the antiphon
Even the pagans said:
“What marvels the Lord has done for them!”
Yes, the wonders the Lord does for us
make us glad indeed.
ALL repeat the antiphon
O Lord, reverse yet again our captivity
like flash floods in the desert:
those who sow in tears
will reap with mighty shouts.
ALL repeat the antiphon
Walking out, they go along weeping
bearing seed in great bundles;
coming back, they sing rejoicing,

bearing sheaves of grain.
ALL repeat the antiphon
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

COLLECT
Please stand

All respond: Amen.

HYMN

Ad cœnam Agni providi

SCHOLA
1. Now to the banquet of the Lamb in white robes brilliant as the sun,
		 led dry-shod through the Red Sea,
come and sing inspired songs to him.
SCHOLA

3. We, on this paschal night, are spared by that same blood
		 the passing sword the angel of death so swiftly wields,
		 and saved from Pharaoh’s mighty hoards.
5. O blessed Victim, worthy Gift, who shattered death and darkest hell,
		 you buy us back from slavery – our Passover from death to life.
7. So, we beseech you, Lord of all, in this our Easter season’s joy,
		 to save us from the sting of death, increase in us your own new life.
Please be seated

PSALMODY
Psalm 110

Dixit Dominus

Antiphon sung by the schola: Mary Magdalene and the other Mary, alleluia,
came to see the Lord’s tomb, alleluia.

Cantor: The word of the Most High to the Lórd: *
I		
“Sit enthroned àt my rìght hand,
II
While I cast your foes down be-fóre you, *
		
a footstool for re-cèiv-ing yòur feet.
I

The Most High is taking your mighty staff 
and extending it forth out of Zí-on: *
		
“Rule your foes àll a-ròund you.


II
Yours is might on your bát-tle day, *
		
majestic in your sà-cred vèst-ure.
I
Like dew from the womb of dáy-break, *
		
I beget you fresh ìn your vì-gor.”

II

 The Most High unchanging is sworn: 

“You are a priest for év-er *
		
in the likeness of Kìng Mel-chì-zedek.”
I
The Lord enthroned at the ríght *
		
is crushing kings ìn his àn-ger,
II
making justice rule in the ná-tions, *
		crushing the hèads of mà-ny lands.
I
He drinks from the stream by the róad-side *
		
and so he lìfts up hìs head.			

All STAND

All BOW

II
Glory to the Father, and to the Són, *
		
and to the Hò-ly Spì-rit,
All STAND UPRIGHT

I
As it was in the beginning, is nów, *
		
and will be for-èv-er. À-men.
Schola repeats the antiphon

COLLECT
Please be seated

All respond: Amen.		
Psalm 114

In exitu Israel

Antiphon sung by the schola: Come, see the place where the Lord
was buried, alleluia.

All STAND

All BOW

Schola repeats the antiphon

COLLECT

All respond: Amen.

Remain standing

CANTICLE OF THE LAMB
Revelation 19:1-7
Salus, et gloria

Antiphon sung by the schola: Jesus said: “Be not afraid. Go and tell my
disciples to set out for Galilee; there they will see me,” alleluia, alleluia.
Cantor: Alleluia.

ℜ1

			ℜ2

Schola:

Salvation, glory, and power to our God: ℜ1
God’s judgments are honest and true. ℜ2
Sing praise to our God, all you his servants, ℜ1
all who worship God reverently, great and small. ℜ2
The Lord our all-powerful God is King; ℜ1
Let us rejoice, sing praise, and give God glory. ℜ2
The wedding feast of the Lamb has begun, ℜ1
And the Lamb’s bride is prepared to welcome him. ℜ2
All BOW
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, ℜ1
All STAND UPRIGHT
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. ℜ2

The Schola repeats the antiphon
Please be seated

READING
Hebrews 10:12-14

RESPONSORY

Hæc dies quam fecit Dominus: exultemus et lætemur in ea.
This is the day the Lord has made: let us rejoice and be glad in it.
All stand

CANTICLE OF MARY
Luke 1:46-55
Magnificat anima mea

Antiphon sung by the Schola: On the evening of the first day of the week,
the disciples were gathered behind locked doors; suddenly Jesus stood
in the midst of them and said: “Peace be with you,” alleluia.

ALL MAKE THE SIGN OF THE CROSS

Schola: For God has looked with favor on his lowly servant maid;
		 hence from this day all generations will call me blessed.

Schola: God has mercy on those who fear him
in every generation.

Schola: God has cast down the mighty from their thrones
and lifted up the lowly.

Schola: God has come to the help of his servant, Israel,
for he has remembered his promised mercy,

All BOW

Schola: Glory to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Spirit,

The Schola repeats the antiphon

INTERCESSIONS

THE LORD’S PRAYER
COLLECT FOR EASTER All respond: Amen.

BENEDICTION
OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
Please kneel

Presider: You have given them bread from heaven, alleluia.
ALL:
Having all sweetness within it, alleluia.
EUCHARISTIC COLLECT

All respond: Amen.

THE DIVINE PRAISES
Blessed be God.
Blessed be God’s holy name.
Blessed be Jesus Christ, true God and true man.
Blessed be the name of Jesus.
Blessed be his most Sacred Heart.
Blessed be his most Precious Blood.

Blessed be Jesus
		 in the most Holy Sacrament of the Altar.
Blessed be the Holy Spirit, the Paraclete.
Blessed be the great Mother of God, Mary most holy.
Blessed be her holy and Immaculate Conception.
Blessed be her glorious Assumption.
Blessed be the name of Mary, virgin and mother.
Blessed be Saint Joseph, her most chaste spouse.
Blessed be God in the angels and in the saints.
When the Sacrament has been reposed, all stand and sing the Marian Antiphon for Easter, Regina cæli.

