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In 2015, when speaking to the Congress of the 
United States, Pope Francis cited Abraham 
Lincoln as an example of a public figure who 
“shaped fundamental values which will endure 
forever in the spirit of the American people” 
and said that “a people with this spirit can live 
through many crises, tensions and conflicts, 
while always finding the resources to move 
forward, and to do so with dignity.” 
 
In this presentation, we will reflect on Lincoln’s 
legacy to the American people, found in selected 
speeches and letters that were written before 
and during the years of his presidency, in order 
to enjoy the tone of Lincoln’s voice and to learn 
his understanding of the American experiment in government and of ourselves as citizens 
and participants in that project. No previous knowledge of Lincoln is necessary; all reading 
material will be provided at the presentation. Some may want to read “The Gettysburg 
Address” and the “Second Inaugural Address” in advance. 
 

Registration required. Information or to register, Corinna Laughlin,  
claughlin@stjames-cathedral.org or 206-264-2086. 

Saturday, February 21, 2026 
9:00am-2:00pm 
Holy Names Room, 907 Columbia St. 
Lunch and refreshments provided. 
 

A presentation by  
Father Stephen Rowan, Ph.D. 
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Lincoln and Our Times 
Reflecting on the legacy of Abraham Lincoln 

ABOUT THE PRESENTER: FATHER STEPHEN ROWAN, PH.D  Ordained a priest in 1970, 
Father Rowan has served in various academic positions as professor and dean at Seattle University and 
University of Portland as well as president of Carroll College. In 2001, while serving as the Vicar for 
Education and Superintendent for Catholic schools, Father Rowan assisted the Archbishop of Seattle in 
establishing the Fulcrum Foundation as a funding source for the K-12 Catholic schools in the 
Archdiocese. Father Rowan has also served as Dean of the College of Arts & Sciences at St. Martin’s 
University in Lacey, Washington in addition to being a Trustee of the University. 




