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 On Wednesday, December 31 at 5:30pm, we end the year with a contemplative celebration of the Eucharist. In the darkened Cathedral, lit by hundreds of candles, with the music of the ecumenical community of Taizé, we observe the solemnity of Mary, Mother of God. What better way to bring 2025 to an end, and pray for joy, peace, and reconciliation in the year ahead? 
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In all circumstances, give thanks 

Weekly	Progress	Report 
PLEDGES	RECEIVED	THROUGH	DECEMBER	8,	2025	

 

Total	pledges	received	........................................................................	689	
Average	pledge	.........................................	$213	monthly/$49	weekly	
%	Participation	(2,762	households)	...........................................	25%	
Goal	.................................................................	30%	(139	more	pledges)	

	

A	huge	thank	you	to	all	who	have	turned	in	a	pledge!		
If	you	haven’t	already	done	so,	please	remember	to	make		

your	pledge	online	(www.stjames-cathedral.org	or	use	QR	code	at	
right!).	Your	commitment	makes	it	possible	for	the	Cathedral		

to	plan	its	budget	in	the	coming	year.		
	

Information,	Maria	Laughlin,	mlaughlin@stjames-cathedral.org	

Sacrificial Sunday Giving 2026 



Are you grieving the death of someone close to you? 
Grief and loss can have a significant impact on our lives 

long after the death of the person we love. 
The grieving process has no timeline and is unique to each individual, 
but meeting with others who are going through a similar experience 

can provide support and help us cope.  
 

You are invited to join this 8-week grief support group  
facilitated by St. James Cathedral Staff Anisa Ralls. 

Preregistration required. 

Information and registration, Anisa Ralls, 206-382-4269  
or aralls@stjames-cathedral.org 

Grief Support Group 

Tuesdays, January 6, 2026—February 24, 2026 
6:30pm-8:00pm, Pastoral Outreach Center 



Communal	Celebration		
of	the	Sacrament		

of	Anointing	of	the	Sick	
	

Saturday,	January	31,	2026	|	10:30am	
Father	Gary	F.	Lazzeroni,	presider	

	
Immaculate	Conception	Church	

820	18th	Avenue,	Seattle	 
In	observance	of	the	World	Day	of	Prayer	for	the	Sick,	
we	gather	as	a	family	of	parishes	for	the	communal	
celebration	of	the	Sacrament	of	the	Anointing	of	the	
Sick.	We	will	conclude	our	Mass	with	a	procession	to	
Immaculate	Conception’s	Lourdes	Grotto,	which	has	
been	a	place	of	prayer	and	hope	for	generations.	 
What	is	the	sacrament	of	Anointing	of	the	Sick?	The sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick is one of the seven sacraments of the Catholic Church. Like the sacrament of reconciliation (confession), it is a sacrament of healing. Our understanding of this sacrament has changed with time. In the early Church it was seen as a sacrament of healing, but later it came to be known as “Extreme Unction” – literally, “last anointing” – and was not administered until death was imminent. With the reforms of the Second Vatican Council, the Church has returned to the more ancient practice with regard to this sacrament. 
	
Who	can	receive	this	sacrament?	Catholics, both children and adults, who are seriously	ill, facing	
surgery, or experiencing	the	weakness	that	comes	with	old	age should seek this sacrament. Those with serious, chronic mental or physical illness may also receive the anointing of the sick.  
What	happens	during	the	Rite	of	Anointing?	The Rite of Anointing will be celebrated in the context of a special Mass on Saturday, January 31 at 10:30am. After the homily, the Liturgy of Anointing begins. The priest leads a litany in which all pray for the healing and forgiveness of the sick person, as well as for doctors, nurses, and caregivers. Then, in silence, the priest lays his hands on the head of the sick person, an ancient gesture of prayer that is used in connection with many of the sacraments, especially the Sacrament of Reconciliation and Holy Orders.  After the laying on of hands, each sick person is anointed with the Oil of the Sick (pure olive oil, blessed each year by the Archbishop at the Chrism Mass). The sick person is anointed on the forehead and then on the hands, and simple words accompany the anointing: “Through this holy anointing may the Lord in his love and mercy help you with the grace of the Holy Spirit. May the Lord who frees you from sin save you and raise you up.” A concluding prayer follows, and then the Liturgy of the Eucharist continues as usual.  
No	RSVP	is	required.	
Information, Corinna Laughlin, claughlin@stjames-cathedral.org.	
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