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S U N DAY 	 G I V I N G  A T  S T.  J A M E S  C A T H E D R A L  2 0 2 4  

SUNDAY	GIVING	AT ST JAMES CATHEDRAL ——————————————— 
PLEDGES	RECEIVED	THROUGH	NOVEMBER	27,	2023	

 

Total	pledges	received	........................................................................	296	
Average	pledge	.......................................................................	$73	weekly	
%	participation	so	far	(out	of	2,511	households)	...................	12%	
Participation	goal	......................................	30%	(457	more	pledges!)	

	

A	huge	thank	you	to	all	who	have	turned	in	a	pledge!	If	you	haven’t	already	
done	so,	please	remember	to	drop	your	commitment	card	for	2024	in	the	

mail	or	make	your	pledge	online.	Your	commitment	makes	it	possible	for	the	
Cathedral	to	plan	its	budget	in	the	coming	year.	

	
Information,	Maria	Laughlin,	mlaughlin@stjames-cathedral.org.	

What I have, I give 
ACTS 3:6 



ORDER  OF  CELEBRATION  FOR

The First Sunday of Advent
First Sunday Youth Celebration (Noon)

PRELUDE		  Wake, awake, and sleep no longer, BWV 645 
		  Johann Sebastian Bach (1685–1750)

BLESSING OF THE ADVENT WREATH

INTROIT FOR THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 	 Ad te levavi animam meam	
		  Mode VIII, adapt. St. James Cathedral

SPRINKLING RITE 	 	 Rorate cæli	
		  chant, adapt. Thomas B. Stratman (1939–2008)

OPENING PRAYER (COLLECT)

The Liturgy of the Word
FIRST READING		  Isaiah 63:16b-17, 19b; 64:2-7

PSALM RESPONSE		  Psalm 80		
		  Michel Guimont (b. 1950)

SECOND READING		  I Corinthians 1:3-9

ALLELUIA    	 	 New Plainsong Mass		
		  David Hurd (b. 1950)

GOSPEL READING		  Mark 13:33-37

HOMILY	 Father William Heric (Sunday Evening) 
	 Father Michael G. Ryan (all other Masses)



CREED    chanted on one tone
     (10:00 and Sunday Evening)		  chant, Mode V

	Presider	 Credo in unum Deum,
	 Choir	 Patrem omnipotentem factorem cæli et terræ,  
		  visibilium omnium et invisibilium.

	 ALL	

	 Choir	 Et ex Patre natum ante omnia sæcula.

	 ALL	

	 Choir	 Genitum, non factum, consubstantialem Patri:  
		  per quem omnia facta sunt.

	 ALL

		  All bow at the words of incarnation, sung by the Choir:

	 Choir	 Et incarnatus est de Spiritu Sancto ex Maria Virgine, 
		  et homo factus est.

	 ALL

	 Choir	 Et resurrexit tertia die, secundum Scripturas.

I believe in one God,  
the Father almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,

born of the Father before all ages.

God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God,

begotten, not made,  
consubstantial with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us men and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven,

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate  
of the Virgin Mary, and became man.

For our sake he was crucified  
under Pontius Pilate,

he suffered death and was buried,  

and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.



	 ALL

	 Choir	 Et iterum venturus est cum gloria, 
		  iudicare vivos et mortuos, 
		  cuius regni non erit finis.

	 ALL	

	 Choir	 Qui cum Patre et Filio simul  
		  adoratur et conglorificatur:   
		  qui locutus est per prophetas.

	 ALL

	 Choir	 Confiteor unum Baptisma in remissionem peccatorum.

	 ALL

	 Choir	 Et vitam venturi sæculi.

	 ALL

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL		  Jacques Berthier (1923–1994)

He ascended into heaven  
and is seated at the right hand  

of the Father.

He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead

and his kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds  
from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son
is adored and glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.

I believe in one, holy,  
catholic and apostolic Church.

I confess one Baptism  
for the forgiveness of sins

and I look forward  
to the resurrection of the dead

and the life of the world to come. 

Amen.



The Liturgy of the Eucharist
PREPARATION OF THE ALTAR AND THE GIFTS 
	 (10:00)		  Ad te levavi 
		  Unto you have I lifted up my soul,	 Josef Rheinberger (1839–1901) 
		  O my God, I trust in you, let me not be put to shame; 
		  do not let my enemies to laugh at me; 
		  for none of those who are awaiting you will be disappointed. 
		  Ps. 24:1-4
	 (Noon)		  People, look east 
			   arr. Barry Rose 

	 (Sunday evening)		  Zion hört die Wächter singen 
			   Johann Sebastian Bach (1685–1750)

SANCTUS			   New Plainsong Mass 
				    David Hurd

MYSTERY OF FAITH		  David Hurd

AMEN		  David Hurd

LORD’S PRAYER



AGNUS DEI	 	 David Hurd

Please kneel following the Lamb of God and remain kneeling until it is time  
for your row to go forward for Holy Communion.

COMMUNION	 	 Dominus dabit benignitatem 
			   The Lord will bestow his loving kindness,	 chant, Mode I 
			   and our land will yield its fruit.

	 (10:00)		  O pray for the peace of Jerusalem 
			   Herbert Howells (1892–1983)

	 (Noon)		  Come, thou Redeemer of the earth 
			   Praetorius, arr. Rose

Upon returning to your place after Holy Communion, please kneel or be seated. 

HYMN OF PRAISE	 Come, O long expected Jesus 
	 STUTTGART

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

BLESSING AND DISMISSAL

PROCESSION

ICON OF CHRIST PANTOCRATOR.  ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS:  Psalm response by Michel Guimont; Alleluia, Eucharistic Acclamations, and Agnus 
Dei from New Plainsong Mass by David Hurd, copyright © 1986, 2010 by GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A706828. All rights 
reserved. General Intercessions response copyright © 1979, 1982 Les Presses de Taizé (France), GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, exclusive agent. Reprinted under 
OneLicense.net #A706828. All rights reserved.
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 ANOINTING of the SICK In case of serious illness, impending 
surgery, or advanced age, please call the parish office. The 
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick should not be delayed 
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W ELCOME, VISITORS! If you are a visitor 
to the Cathedral, we want you to know how 

welcome you are – whether you have come from 
another part of the country, from across the world, 
or simply from another parish here in the 
Archdiocese. 

ON THE COVER What I say to you I say to all: 
‘Watch!’ Detail of the North Transept stained glass 
window, St. James Cathedral. Charles Connick, artist. 
 

HOSPITALITY AFTER SUNDAY 10:00AM MASS Join us 
in Cathedral Hall for cinnamon apple pastries from 
Macrina Bakery, fresh fruit, and the chance to visit 
with fellow parishioners. 
 
FLOWERS AT THE STATUE OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN 
MARY in the North Transept are offered by Mary Kay 
Haggard in loving memory of Joel Haggard. 
 
CATHEDRAL YOUTH PROCESSION TODAY: SUNDAY 
DECEMBER 3 AT NOON MASS All Children are 
invited to join the Noon Mass entrance procession. 
Please gather in the west vestibule before Mass 
begins. Parents are welcome to accompany their 
young children in this procession. After Mass, all 
families are invited to Cathedral Hall for snacks and 
social time. 
 
HOSPITALITY AFTER SUNDAY NOON MASS All are 
welcome to join our Cathedral families with kids in 
Cathedral Hall for a light lunch after the Noon Mass. 
Taquitos and fresh fruit are on the menu! 
 
CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PARTY The annual 
Christmas Party for all Cathedral kids will take place 
after the NOON Mass on Sunday, December 17. 
There will be food, festivities, and fun! Father Ryan 
is gifting a NEW Cathedral Hoodie in a NEW color 
to each child at the party! We hope to see you there! 
Also—we are in need of volunteers to lead activity 
tables during the party. Information, Tami Kowal, 
Director of Children’s Faith Formation, 206-219-
5822 or tkowal@stjames-cathedral.org 
 
CHILDREN’S FAITH FORMATION CLASSES RESUME 
ON SUNDAY DECEMBER 10 at O’Dea High School 
after the 10am Mass. We will also host our monthly 
Parent Gathering on the second floor of Cathedral 
Place while the children are in class. Our guest 
speaker is John Simpson, Director of Faith 
Formation, who will speak on “Catholicism as 
Counter Culture.” Hope to see you there!  
 

The First Sunday of Advent 
December 3, 2023 

PARISH REMEMBRANCE Throughout the year, 
because we are the Cathedral Church, we 
remember in prayer at Mass and Vespers each of 
the parishes and missions of the Archdiocese of 
Seattle on a Sunday near their feast day. This week 
we pray for the parishes of St. Nicholas in Gig 
Harbor and Immaculate Conception in Seattle, 
Arlington, and Mount Vernon. 



WOMEN’S ADVENT FAITH GROUP For all women at 
the Cathedral! Would you like to join with other 
parishioners to make new friends and build 
community as we share scripture and our faith 
journeys? We will gather in the Holy Names Room at 
the Pastoral Outreach Center for 4 Saturdays starting 
November 25, 3:00-4:30pm, attend any or all of the 
groups. Refreshments will be provided: Registration 
and information, Anisa Ralls 206-382-4269 or 
aralls@stjames-cathedral.org. 
 
THE CATHEDRAL KITCHEN is returning once again to 
a buffet style sit-down meal (since Covid, we have 
focused on takeaway meals). Volunteers are needed to 
help serve, every weekday, from 3-5pm. We also have 
a special opportunity for a pianist who could play 
from 4-4:30pm any weeknight. Music is a wonderful 
gift to our guests. Would you consider helping out in 
the kitchen? Information, Mick McHugh, Director of 
the Cathedral Kitchen, 206-949-6114. 
 
THE GIVING TREE Stop by the Mary Shrine or Coffee 
Hour to pick a tag off our annual Giving Tree, or visit 
the Cathedral website for the virtual Giving Tree. 
Each tag contains a gift wish from someone in need in 
our community. It’s easy and fun to participate: 
simply shop for the gift and return it after Sunday 
Mass in the Cathedral Chapel or have it shipped to the 
Parish Office by Sunday, December 10. 
 
ADVENT RETREAT Join us on Sunday, December 10, 
1:30pm-3:45pm, in Cathedral Hall for a special retreat 
opportunity. In the midst of the noise and frantic pace 
of December, take time to enter into the mysterious 
gift of Advent stillness. Reflect on how God invites us 
to enlarge the spaces of our own hearts and lives to 
receive the Christ who comes to us every day. This 
afternoon retreat will allow participants to gather in 
quiet and includes Advent points for prayer, scripture, 
ample time for quiet reflection, and for those who 
choose, space for small group sharing. Participants are 
encouraged to conclude with Evening Vespers at 
4:00pm. Our afternoon will be led by Steve 
Donaldson, experienced retreat leader, who brings a 
rich background of leading others in prayer and 
discernment. Registration, Patrick Barredo, 206-382-
4515 or pbarredo@stjames-cathedral.org.  
 
THE GIVING TREE Thank you to all who have already 
donated presents for the Giving Tree. Please do 
remember that all gifts need to be at St. James 
Cathedral by next Sunday, December 10 to ensure that 
they can be given to their recipients in time for 
Christmas. Thank you! 
 
SOCK DRIVE Our Annual “Warm Hearts and Soles” 
Advent Sock Drive is underway through the end of the 
year. Our Goal: 2,023 pairs of athletic or winter socks 
for homeless men. Please drop socks off in the 
Cathedral Chapel or in the Parish Office. If you're 
ordering socks online, have them shipped directly to 
St. James Cathedral! 
 
ALL ARE WELCOME TO DINE AT THE CATHEDRAL 
KITCHEN! Dinner: Monday to Friday, 4pm - 4:45pm. 
Sunday Breakfast: 7am – 8am. 
 

NEW GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP STARTING Tuesday 
evenings, beginning January 9 and concluding 
February 27, 6:30-8:00pm in the Pastoral Outreach 
Center. You are invited to join this 8-week support 
group facilitated by Anisa Ralls, Mental Health and 
Wellness Ministry. Registration and information, 
Anisa Ralls 206-382-4269 or aralls@stjames-
cathedral.org. 
 
GRIEF ALLIES: A PRACTICAL GUIDE FOR FRIENDS, 
FAMILY, COLLEAGUES & NEIGHBORS OF GRIEVING 
PEOPLE Do you struggle with what to say to a 
grieving friend? Put off writing those condolence 
cards? Want to setup a meal train for a family in crisis, 
but don’t know how? Widowed Parent Institute 
founder Jenny Lisk shares practical tips for Grief 
Allies: the friends and neighbors who want to be 
supportive and helpful for the grieving people in their 
lives. You’ll leave this presentation with the practical 
tips, resources, and tools needed to feel prepared to 
support the grieving people in your life. Wednesday, 
January 10, 2024, 7:00–8:30pm, Hybrid Zoom & 
Isaac Orr (910 Marion St, Seattle 98104), 
Registration, https://archseattle.org/events/grief-allies-
a-practical-guide-for-friends-family-colleagues-
neighbors-of-grieving-people/ 
 
“THE GOSPEL OF PEACE”: AN EVENING WITH FR. 
JOHN DEAR Friday, January 19, 2025, 6pm, Peace and 
Spirituality Center, Bellevue, WA The author will 
share about his new book, The Gospel of Peace: A 
Commentary on Matthew, Mark, and Luke from the 
Perspective of Nonviolence, answer questions, and 
sign copies. He is a nonviolent activist whose 
teachings are impactful and challenging invitations to 
co-create a more beautiful world. Space is limited. 
Registration, tinyurl.com/FrJohnDear 
 
SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION FOR ADULTS Are 
you college age or older and in need of the Sacrament 
of Confirmation? Classes in preparation for 
Confirmation will be held on successive Tuesdays 
from 7 to 8:30pm, beginning on February 6, 2024, and 
running through April. The Sacrament will be 
celebrated on Sunday, April 28, 2024, at 5:30pm. 
Registration for the classes is necessary. Must be 
baptized in the Catholic Church and have received 
First Communion. Information, John Marquez, 
jmarquez@stjames-cathedral.org, 206-654-4640. 
 
CARE FOR CREATION NEWS COP 28, the United 
Nations’ conference on climate change, convenes in 
Dubai, November 30 to December 12. Pope Francis, 
who has made protection of the environment one of 
the hallmarks of his papacy and met last month with 
COP 28 President Sultan al-Jaber, will address the 
Summit next Saturday, December 2. Francis said 
recently, “Our future is at stake, the future of our 
children and our grandchildren. A bit of responsibility 
is needed.” Laudate Deum, his latest statement on care 
for Creation, was prompted by recent extreme weather 
events and mentioned the challenges facing COP 28 
several times. Failure in Dubai, Francis says in 
Laudate Deum, "will be a great disappointment and 
jeopardize whatever good has been achieved thus far.” 
 
 



FAITH FRIENDS INCLUSION MINISTRY Faith 
Friends is an inclusion ministry serving 
children and teens from across the 
Archdiocese of Seattle. We are a unique blend 
of our Faith Mentor and Children’s Faith 
Formation program, and provide Sacramental 
Preparation, as well as opportunities for 
friendship with other youth. Information, 
Leticia Escobar, 206-619-0816, 
faithfriends@stjames-cathedral.org, or 
 www.faithfriendsstjames.org. 
 
WEEKLY MENTAL HEALTH AND WELLNESS 
GROUPS Anyone who needs more support 
during the holidays can attend these weekly 
groups, held every Friday of the month, 10-
11:30am. The Mental Health and Wellness 
Ministry is offering different groups for 
mental health support, including art, board 
games, a mental health support group, 
mindfulness, yoga, and prayer, and a movie. 
Everyone is welcome! Held in the Pastoral 
Outreach Center. Registration and 
information, Anisa Ralls 206-382-4269 or 
aralls@stjames-cathedral.org. 
 
VISIT THE CATHEDRAL BOOKSTORE Located 
in Archbishop Murphy Courtyard on the south 
side of the Cathedral, the Cathedral Bookstore 
is open weekdays 11-3 and after each 
weekend Mass. The Bookstore offers a wide 
variety of items: books for children and 
adults; gift items and religious articles like 
rosaries and saints’ medals; Cathedral 
souvenirs, including postcards, notecards, 
books, magnets, keychains, and more. Now in 
stock: custom vinyl stickers of the 
Cathedral for your notebook or laptop! 
There are also many great Christmas gifts, including 
new ceramic trays featuring the Shrine of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary (the perfect stocking stuffer!), and 
Cathedral Christmas cards. Information, Caroline 
Okello, 206-654-4650 or cokello@stjames-
cathedral.org. 
 
ST VINCENT DE PAUL THANKS YOU: As the beginning 
of the liturgical year, Advent is an opportune time to 
refresh our lives. Our SVdP volunteers have seen a 
number of people, including young families, enter 
housing from homelessness and shelters in the past 
few months. While it is heartening to see those who 
were unhoused start a new life in secure housing, it is 
a revelation to enter an apartment that is nearly empty 
of any household goods or furnishing. A growing 
activity in our SVdP ministry has been ordering beds 
for adults and children. When in need of rent 
assistance or beds, our neighbors can call the SVdP 
Helpline (206-767-6449 or online https://
svdpseattle.org/get-help/online-help-request-form/). 
Your support is critical to our ministry. Donations can 
be made online at the St James Cathedral website or 
by sending a check to St Vincent de Paul at St James. 
You are our partners in this ministry and we are 
extremely grateful to you. Information, Jo Ann 
Wiesner, 206-291-4012 or wiesnerjo@gmail.com. 
 

CARE FOR CREATION NEWS COP 28, the United 
Nations’ conference on climate change, began this 
week in Dubai. Due to health concerns, Pope Francis 
has canceled an address he was to make to the world’s 
leaders. You can call on the conference to accelerate 
the transition to clean energy and to make it just. Urge 
them to act decisively for our world’s future, echoing 
Pope Francis’ message in Laudate Deum. Join 
Catholics around the world and sign the Laudato Si’ 
Movement’s petition at https://
laudatosimovement.org/cop28.  
 
TEEN, YOUNG ADULT AND ADULT VOLUNTEERS 
NEEDED FOR FAITH FRIENDS MINISTRY Faith Friends 
is a unique blend of our Faith Mentor, children’s faith 
formation program, and an inclusion ministry. The 
ministry's goal is to give children and teens ages 7- 18 
with physical, cognitive and/or intellectual disabilities 
access to the parish community, social events, and 
faith formation. Perhaps the most unique aspect of the 
Faith Friends program is the Faith Peer program. Faith 
Peers are teens and young adults who have chosen to 
live out their discipleship and share some of their 
personal time in dedication and service to the goals of 
the program. Consider getting involved! Information, 
Leticia Escobar, 206-619-0816, faithfriends@stjames-
cathedral.org, or www.faithfriendsstjames.org. 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

FIRST SUNDAY  
OF ADVENT 

 
Read Pope 

Francis’s letter  
Laudate Deum, 
on the climate 

crisis. 
Summary: https://
www.cbcew.org.
uk/laudate-deum

-summary/ 

 POPE FRANCIS: 
“Eight years 

[after] Laudato 
Si, … I have 
realized that 
our [climate] 

responses have 
not been 

adequate, 
while the world 

… may be 
nearing the 

breaking 
point.”  

POPE FRANCIS: 
“Despite all 
attempts to 

deny, conceal, 
gloss over or 
relativize the 

issue, the signs of 
climate change 

are here and 
increasingly 

evident.”  
(LD 5)  

POPE FRANCIS: 
“Regrettably, the 

climate crisis is 
not exactly a 
matter that 

interests the great 
economic 

powers, whose 
concern is with 

the greatest profit 
possible.”  

(LD13)  

Love one 
another and 

the Earth.  
 

How do you 
care for the 

Earth and how 
might you be 
endangering 

her? 

Solemnity of 
the 

Immaculate 
Conception 

 
Mary, Queen 

of Peace,  
pray for us.  

Guide to 
Green 

Shopping:  
 

https://
tinyurl.com/ 

GreenShoppin
g 
23  

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
SECOND SUNDAY   

OF ADVENT 
In Laudate Deum, 
Pope Francis calls 

us toward 
sustainability. 

 
This Advent, 
register your 
family in the  

LaudatoSiAction 
Platform.org.  

 
 

POPE FRANCIS:  
“’Everything is 
connected’ 

and ‘No one is 
saved 

alone’” (LD, 
19)  

Feast of Our 
Lady of 

Guadalupe 
 

Mystical Rose, 
help all those 

who invoke you 
in their 

necessities. 

POPE FRANCIS: 
“International 
negotiations 

cannot make 
significant 

progress ... by 
countries which 
place national 
interests above 

the global 
common 

good.” (LD 52)   
 
 

POPE FRANCIS: 
“The 

necessary 
transition 

towards clean 
energy … and 

the 
abandonment 
of fossil fuels is 

not 
progressing at 
the necessary 
speed.” (LD 

55)  

POPE 
FRANCIS: 

For “COP28 
[to be] a 

historic event 
…  one can 

only hope for  
binding forms 

of energy 
transition  
[that are] 
efficient, 

obligatory 
and readily 
monitored.“ 

SAVE OUR WILD 
SALMON:  

 
https://

tinyurl.com/ 
SaveSalmon23  
 
 
 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

THIRD SUNDAY  
OF ADVENT 

 
 

Happy Birthday, 
Pope Francis! 

 
  

Happy Ordination 
Anniversary,  

Fr. Ryan! 
 

POPE FRANCIS: 
 

“The world 
sings of an 

infinite Love: 
how can we 

fail to care for 
it?”  

(LD 65)  

POPE FRANCIS: 
“Let us stop 

thinking, then, of 
human beings as 

autonomous, 
omnipotent and 

limitless, and 
begin to think of 

ourselves 
differently, in a 

humbler but 
more fruitful way. 

(LD 68)  

POPE FRANCIS: 
“’Praise God’ … 
for when human 
beings claim to 

take God’s 
place, they 

become their 
own worst 
enemy”  
(LD 73)  

Today is the 
Winter Solstice, 

the longest 
night of the 

year.   
 

Turn off lights 
when you 

leave a room.  
Start using LED 

light bulbs.  

Electronics 
are a 

popular gift, 
but what to 
do with old 

items? 
 

Keep an eye 
out for more 
news on an 
electronics 
recycling 

drive at St. 
James 

Cathedral. 

Register for 
Seattle 

University’s 
January 6, 

2024 
symposium Our 
Clean Energy 

Future. 
https://

www.eventbrit
e.com/e/our-
clean-energy-
future-tickets-
753292547287 

24 25 
FOURTH SUNDAY 

OF ADVENT 
 

Plant something.  
 

Plant a garden, 
tree and/or plants 
native to western 

Washington in 
your yard. 

THE NATIVITY 
OF THE LORD 

 
God’s creation 

reveals itself 
often in 
silence.   

 
On this 

Christmas day, 
discover ways 

to behold 
God’s glory in 

nature. 

 
The St. James Cathedral Care for Creation Team 

wishes you and your loved ones a  
 

Blessed and Merry Christmas! 
 
 

Material for this Advent calendar comes from a number of sources, 
including the Catholic Climate Covenant, Earth Ministry, and the Care 
for Creation committee of Our Lady of Guadalupe and Holy Rosary in 

West Seattle. 

2023 Environmental Advent Calendar 



SęĊěĊ	DĔēĆđĉĘĔē	is the married father of three adult children. He currently 
works as a Parish Liaison with the Partners in the Gospel initiative for the 
Archdiocese of Seattle. He previously served in parish ministry at St. Bridget and 
St. Joseph in Seattle. He has been engaged in Jesuit ministry as spiritual director 
and retreat leader, including SEEL (Spiritual Exercises in Everyday Life) and the 
Ignatian Spirituality Project.  A graduate of Seattle U., Steve is a parishioner at St. 
Joseph in Seattle. His interests include literature, sports, and travel. 

n the midst of the noise and frantic pace of December, you are invited 
to enter into the mysterious gift of Advent stillness. Join Cathedral 
parishioners to reϐlect on how God invites all of us to enlarge the 
spaces of our own hearts and lives as individuals, as families, as 

parishioners, and as world neighbors, to receive the Christ who comes to 
us every day. 

SęĊěĊ DĔēĆđĉĘĔē will lead our afternoon of reϐlection. This retreat will 
allow you to gather in quiet, and will include Advent points for prayer, 
sacred scripture, ample time for silent reϐlection, and for those who 
choose, some space for small group sharing of insights.  

Registration, Patrick Barredo, Director of Social Outreach and Advocacy, 
206-382-4515 or pbarredo@stjames-cathedral.org. 

AN	ADVENT	AFTERNOON		
OF	REFLECTION		

for the St. James Cathedral community  
 

Sunday,	December	10,	2023	
1:30pm—3:45pm, Cathedral Hall 
4:00pm, Vespers in the Cathedral 

 

Sponsored	by	St.	James	Cathedral		
Life,	Peace	and	Justice	Commission	

Enlarge the Space  
of Your Tent 

Isaiah 54:2 



ADVENT 2023  

Advent Liturgies  
To mark this holy season of longing and waiting,  
we change some of our usual liturgical practices.  
The procession is modified and the altar is decorated 
more simply. During the liturgies, a greater role is 
given to silence, to the chanting of psalms, and to the 
ringing of bells. In accordance with a very ancient 
tradition in the church, the use of the organ is reduced 
during Advent. 
 

Advent Wreath 
The Advent wreath is a devotion Catholics have 
adopted from the Lutheran tradition. Prior to each 
Mass, the priest gathers with the liturgical ministers 
for the prayer and candle-lighting associated with the 
wreath. With each succeeding Sunday of Advent, an 
additional candle is lit on the wreath, a symbol of the 
dawning of the light of Christ into the world. The 
Advent wreath used in the Cathedral this year was 
designed by Father Josef Venker, SJ of Seattle 
University. The weathered wood base suggests the 
scripture heard each year during this season: A shoot 
shall sprout from the stump of Jesse, and from his roots a 
bud shall blossom (Isaiah 11:1). 
 

Evening Prayer with Music from Taizé  
On Friday, December 1 at 6:30pm, this beloved 
monthly prayer service returns, with music, 
candlelight, and silence. Start your weekend with the 
meditative, peaceful spirit of Taizé. 
 

Vespers: Evening Prayer 
4:00pm Sunday afternoons. You are invited to join in 
the universal prayer of the Church, the Liturgy of the 
Hours, a forty minute service of sung prayer 
concluding with Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament. 
 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation  
is celebrated each Saturday morning in the 
Reconciliation Chapel, from 8:30am until 9:30am. 
 

Communal Reconciliation Service  
will be held on Monday, December 18 at 7:00pm. 
During these beautiful service of readings, reflection 
and song, we will open ourselves to experience the gift 
of God’s gracious and loving forgiveness in the 
Sacrament of Penance.  
 

The Immaculate Conception 
The Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary is Friday, December 8. Masses for 
the Holy Day will be Thursday, December 7 at 5:30pm, 
and Friday, December 8 at 8:00am, 10:10am (with 
O’Dea High School), and 12:10pm.  
 

Madre de las Americas 
Saturday, December 2, 11:30am, 
Entrance of the Dancers. 
12:10pm, Mass with Bishop 
Elizondo. The Hispanic 
community of Western 
Washington comes together at 
this celebration in honor of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe, the Mother 
of the Americas. All are welcome both for the 
procession and the Mass! 
 

Simbang Gabi Celebration 
Saturday, December 9, 11:00am Mass. Join Bishop 
Frank Schuster and participants from some dozens 
parishes for the festive opening celebration of Simbang 
Gabi, a novena of Masses in which we prepare for 
Christmas in company with Mary. This colorful and 
prayerful Mass includes the blessing of parols 
(traditional star shaped lanterns from the Philippines) 
and helps us to focus our Christmas celebration on the 
coming of Jesus, Light of the World. All are welcome. 
 
Cathedral Dedication Anniversary 
Friday, December 22 marks 116 years since St. James 
Cathedral was dedicated in 1907, and 29 years since it 
was rededicated in 1994. We will celebrate this 
anniversary with a special Mass on December 21 at 
5:30pm, with the lighting of the dedication candles. 
Father Ryan will preside. 
 
Advent Retreat  
Sunday, December 10, 1:30pm-3:45pm, Cathedral 
Hall. In the midst of the noise and frantic pace of 
December, take time to enter into the mysterious gift of 
Advent stillness. Reflect on how God invites us to 
enlarge the spaces of our own hearts and lives to 
receive the Christ who comes to us every day. This 
afternoon retreat will allow participants to gather in 
quiet and includes Advent points for prayer, scripture, 
ample time for quiet reflection, and for those who 
choose, space for small group sharing. Participants are 
encouraged to conclude with Evening Vespers at 4pm. 
Our afternoon will be led by Steve Donaldson, 
experienced retreat leader, who brings a rich 
background of leading others in prayer and 
discernment. Registration, Patrick Barredo, 206-382-
4515 or pbarredo@stjames-cathedral.org. 
 
Sock Drive Our Annual “Warm Hearts and Soles” 
Advent Sock Drive is underway! Our Goal: 2,023 pairs 
of athletic or winter socks for homeless men. Please 
drop socks off in the Cathedral Chapel or in the Parish 
Office. If you're ordering socks online, have them 
shipped directly to St. James Cathedral! 



Special Schedule for Advent IV 
This year the Fourth Sunday of Advent falls on 
Christmas Eve, December 24. The Advent Masses 
will be Saturday, December 23 at 5:30pm, and 
Sunday, December 24 at 8:00am and 10:00am. In 
order to prepare for the Christmas Masses, there will be 
no 12 Noon Mass or 4:00pm Vespers on Sunday, 
December 24. Find out more at www.stjames-
cathedral.org. 
 

Christmas Masses The celebration of 
Christmas begins with the Vigil Mass on Christmas 
Eve, Sunday, December 24 at 4:30pm (**please note 
time change this year!). The celebrations continue with 
the Mass during the Night—Carol Service at 9:00pm, 
Mass at 10:00pm on Sunday, December 24. The 
Masses of Christmas Day on Monday, December 25 
will be at 8:00am, 10:00am, 12:00 Noon, and 5:30pm. 
Solemn Vespers of Christmas will be at 4:00pm on 
Christmas Day. Find out more at www.stjames-
cathedral.org. 
 

Candlelight Mass on New Year’s Eve 
On Sunday, December 31 at 5:30pm, we end the year 
with a contemplative celebration of the Eucharist, 
hundreds of candles, and the music of the 
ecumenical community of Taizé. What better way to 
bring 2023 to an end, and pray for joy, peace, and 
reconciliation in the year ahead? 
 

Mary, Mother of God 
This year, because the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of 
God falls on a Monday, it is not a holy day of 
obligation. We will have two Masses for this great 
solemnity on Monday, January 1 at 8am and 10am. 
The Cathedral will close following the 10am Mass. 
 
The Giving Tree 
Stop by the Mary shrine to pick a tag off our annual 
Giving Tree, or visit the Cathedral website for the 
virtual Giving Tree. Each tag contains a gift wish 
from someone in need in our community. It’s easy 
and fun to participate: simply shop for the gift and 
return it after Sunday Mass in the Cathedral Chapel 
or have it shipped to the Parish Office by Sunday, 
December 17. Information, Patrick Barredo, 206-382-
4515 or pbarredo@stjames-cathedral.org. 
 
Advent Bazaar  
Sunday, December 3, 9am-12pm, Cathedral Hall 
The annual Advent Bazaar features the work of 
Cathedral artists and friends. Join us for a wonderful 
opportunity to start your Christmas shopping while 
benefiting good causes. 

Saturday, December 2 at 8:00pm 
Boston Camerata & Medieval Women’s Choir 
Hodie Christus Natus Est! 
The Medieval Women’s Choir and the Boston 
Camerata come together for a glimpse of Christmas 
spirituality from Medieval France, Italy, England, 
and Provence, including music of the church and 
songs of private devotion around the joyous theme 
of the Nativity. Included are songs to the Virgin 
Mary, processionals from Saint Martial of Limoges, 
hymns, lyrics, and miracle ballads, sung in Latin, 
Old French, Old Provencal, Saxon, interlaced with 
Medieval English texts. Tickets ($18-$63) and more 
info at earlymusicseattle.org or 206-325-7066. Pay-
what-you-can options: at the door (box office is at 
Marion/Terry entrance); parishioner passes 
available at the parish office reception desk or 
through the music office. 
 
Saturday, December 9 at 8:00pm 
The Flower of Peace 
Opus 7 Vocal Ensemble welcomes the holiday 
season with a stunning program of choral music for 
Advent and Christmas. Celebrate the Joy and 
Mystery of the season and enjoy moments of quiet 
reflection and soaring grandeur—all shimmering in 
the heavenly acoustics of St. James Cathedral. This 

program includes Pierre Villette’s Hymne á la Vierge, 
Ola Gjeilo’s Serenity, and a rich selection of music by 
Pacific Northwest composers, including Morten 
Lauridsen’s O Magnum Mysterium, Jessica French’s 
Fix Your Eyes Upon the Star, and John Muehleisen’s 
Invocation. As we close out this year, may the beauty 
of these choral works bring you a sense of peace and 
hope. Tickets ($20-$40, students pay what you can at 
the door w/id) and more info at opus7.org or call 
206-782-2899. Pay-what-you-can parishioner passes 
are available at the parish office reception desk or 
through the music office. 
 
Friday, December 15 at 7:00pm 
Advent Readings and Carols 
This year’s Readings and Carols features all of our 
Youth Music ensembles: Fratres Young Men’s 
Ensemble, Jubilate! Young Women’s Ensemble, 
Schola Cantorum, and Seraphim Choir, singing 
songs from around the world that lend a global voice 
to our Advent anticipation and Christmas joy. Youth 
readers offer traditional readings from Holy 
Scripture heralding Christ’s birth, and 
congregational carols are sung in the soft glow of 
candlelight. No tickets or reservations are required 
for this liturgy–all are welcome! A freewill offering 
to benefit the Youth Music Program will be collected. 

ADVENT MUSIC 


