
THE FEAST OF ST. JAMES THE APOSTLE

Ju l y  24 ,  l 9BB

Mass  o f  I ns ta l l a t i on

I  wou l -d  never  want  to  engage in  a  game o f  one-upmansh ip  w i th

A r c h b i s h o p  H u n t h a u s e n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  w h e n  h e  i s  s u r e  t o  h a v e  t h e

l a s t  w o r d  - - -  b u t ,  A r c h b i s h o p ,  I  j u s t  c a n r t  r e s i s t  s a y i n g  t h a t

i f  y o u  t h o u g h t  y o u  h a d  a  l a r q e  f a m i l y  ( a n d  I ' v e  s e e n  e n o u g h

photographs  o f  your  fami ly  reun ions  to  th ink  you have)  - - -  take

a look  a t  th is  one !  !  !  (Maybe tec{ ica l l y  they  are  no t  a t l -  fami ly

i n  t h e  s t r i c t  s e n s e ,  b u t  i n  o n e  w a y  o f  a n o t h e r ,  f  f e e l  t h e y  a r e . . . )

I n  m y  l e t t e r  o f  i n v i t a t i o n  t o  m y  f a m i l y  a n d  f r i e n d s ,  I  s u g g e s t e d

t h a t  t h e y  p l a n  t o  a r r i v e  a  b i t  e a r l y  t o d a y  s o  t h e y  w o u l d n ' t  e n d  u p

b e i n g  s e a t e d  b e h i n d  a  p i 1 l a r .

I  d o n ' t  k n o w  i f  t h e y  f o l l o w e d  m y  a d v i c e  o r  n o t ,  b u t

I  want  them to  know there  v ras  a  reason fo r  my mak ing

t h a t  s u g q e s t i o n :

I  h a v e  a  v e r y  s t r o n g  r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  b e i n g  i n  t h i s

same Cathedra l  35  years  ago

( I  w o n ' t  s a y  h o w  o l d  I  w a s  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  b u t  I

w a s  n o t  w e a r i n g  k n e e  p a n t s . . .  )
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I  w a s  h e r e  w i t h  m y  f a m i l y  f o r  t h e  f n s t a l l a t i o n  a s

P a s t o r  o f  F a t h e r  T h o m a s  G i l l .

And wh i le  I  remember  the  event  qu i te  we l l ,  I  a lso

r e m e m b e r  t h a t  f  d i d n ' t  g e t  t o  s e e  v e r y  m u c h  o f  i t

b e c a u s e  I  g o t  s e a t e d  b e h i n d  a  p i l l a r  !

L i t t l -e  d id  I  d ream on tha t  Sunday a f te rnoon so

long ago tha t  my t ime wou ld  come one day  to

s t a n d  i n  t h i s  s a m e  p u l p i t .  I t ' s  m o r e  t h a n  a

l i t t 1 e  h u m b l i n g ' ,  b u t  f  a l s o  h a v e  t o  o w n  t h a t  t h e

v i e w  i - s  d e f i n i t e l v  b e t t e r . . .  !

O n e  o f  m y  f a v o r i t e  s t o r i e s  a b o u t  C a t h e d r a l s  c o m e s  f r o m  t h e

days  shor t l y  a f te r  the  grea t  London f i re  o f  1666 when the  famous

a r c h i t e c t ,  S i r  C h r i s t o p h e r  t r r / r e n ,  w a s  b u i l d i n g  t h e  n e w  S t .  P a u I ' s

C a t h e d r a l - .  O n e  d a y  h e  d i s g u i s e d  h i m s e l f  a n d  w e n t  i n t o  t h e  w o r k s h o p

t o  s e e  h o w  t h e  w o r k e r s  w e r e  g e t t i n g  o n .

H e  f o u n d  t h r e e  o f  t h e m  t h e r e ,  a I 1  d o i n g  t h e  s a m e  j o b - -

s m o o t h i n g  a n d  p r e p a r i n g  s t o n e .

H e  a s k e d  t h e  f i r s t ,  " I ^ J h a t  a r e  y o u  d o i n g ? "

T h e  m a n  s a i d ,  " I  a m  c h i p p i n g  b i t s  o f f  t h i s  s t o n e

u n t i l  i t ' s  t w o  f e e t  b y  t h r e e  f e e t  b y  s i x

a  v e r y  b o r i n g  j o b  i t  i s ,  t o o . "
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A n d  t h e n  h e  s a i d  t o  t h e  s e c o n d ,  " t l h a t  a r e  y o u  d o i n g ? "

" I ' m  e a r n i n g  a  f e w  p e n c e  a  d a y ,  "  h e  s a i d ,  " a n d

i t ' s  v e r y  l i t t l e  w h e n  y o u ' v e  a  w i f e  a n d  s i x

c h i l d r e n  t o  f e e d .  "

And he said to the third, "l,Jhat are you doing?"

And he replied, "Atr, I'm a lucky chap. I'm helping a fellow

call-ed Christopher W?en to buil-d a great Cathedral!"

Helping to build a great Cathedral! T 9m0ss I would like to acknowledge

right from the start here today that, in my judgment, that is precisely what has

been going on here on First HiIl- at St. Janres for a long tirne -- for nnre than B0

years, to be precise: People have been helping build a great Cathedral.

And it is both hunbling and exciting to be called to becrome

part of it at this tjrne.

I'm speaking, Itm sure you know, not of the bricks and nortar,

the vaults and arches,

the organs and stained glass

which make up this hrallowed and beloved church we caII St. James Cathedral.

Itm speaking first of aII of the church as the Body of Christ:

-- the countless worren and nen, living and dead, who have been part

of the l-ife of this Cathedral whi-ch is both nrcther church of our

Archdiocese and the place of worship -- the hone -- of a wonderfully

diverse parish connn:nity here in downtown Seattle, First Hil1, and

the western sl-ope of Capitol Hi11...
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I'm speaking of the building to which St. Paul referred in his

letter to the @hesians (our second reading today):

the living building which rises on the firm foundation of

the Apostles and Prophets with the Lord Jesus Himself as

the capstone.

et.fr o.,. of us is a part of that buitding, and by living

out or:r baptismal cal-l each of us is, in remarkably

diverse ways, helping build a great Cathedral.

New as I am, I am hardly the one to be welcorn-ing you or anyone to this

task, tl-is sacred rnission.

You are t-lre ones who are grenerously welconing me to join you in it.
-- I'or this, I think, is what we are about here today:

a reconrn-itting of ourselves to what has long been the agenda here

on the hill and throughout this far-flung Archdiocese--
-- from huril:Ie beginnings in pioneer days at the first Cathedral

of St. Janes in Vancouver on the Coh:rnbia--
-- right up to the present nDment: buildjrrg the body of Christ,

a Cathedral greater by far than any built by hunan hands.
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r have another favorj-te story ttrat relates to what this connn-mity and this
place are all about:

It seems that St. Lawrence, a Deacon of the early Grurch of Ronre at the
tirre of the Srersecutions, was brought before a Tyibunal and ordered to
hand over to t].e State the riches and treasures of the outlawed Christian
Chr:rch.

Lawrence replied that it ruculd take hjm scne tine -- at least a day or so --

to gatLrer them up, and he was given the time he requested.
VJhen he returned to tl-e TYibunal , La\^rrence did not- corne al,one:

he had with him a large and r guess you rnight even say sonewhat nr:t1ey
group of people, nostly poor.

Pointing to them he said to the l4agistrate: "you asked for the
treasures of the Ctnrch. Here they are!!!"

r thought of that story when r read the passage from the Acts of the A5nstles
(our first reading today) and also the Gospel passage from l4atthew.

In the Book of Acts, we see €gt clearly that the church is people --
-- a conrmrnity of people like us tqfing to learn and to live out

what "being church,' is all about:

they lived a sinple life,

they prayed and broke the bread of the Eucharist tog,ether,
and they shared their goods and property with each other,

taking speciar care to provide for the neediest anrcns tlrem.



6 -

That is still what we are called to: to conrnr.rnity, to worship, to senzice

And I nright add tLrat these are the very things f have already

found in abundance in ttre few short weeks I have been here at

St. Janes.

People c-ome first here: Godrs people--

old and you9, poor and well off , sick and healthy --

Cod's people are loved and welconed and cared for here

-- and, yes, they are treasuredl

The Gospel passage from l4atthew speaks of service: of the Son of lt4an

who cane not to be served by others but to sela/e --

-- of Jesus vtro turned the notion of 1rcr,ver jrside out by drinlcing NOT

the intoxi-cating wine of victory BIII the bitter cup of sufferiag,

and who refused to speak about places of honor #5 right hand or 1eft.

I have to acknowledge ttnt the scale and grandeur of this place

could at tines suggest a pov/er trip rather than hr:nbte servanthood.
-- But that is not what the Clrurch is all about.

Perhaps on this feast of our patron, St. Janes, we need to be

reminded that his nother's wish for power and prestige rret only

with a prornise of sufferi-ng and a sobering j-nstruction about servanthood.
-- This is scnrething I take as a personal rerninded before I

presune to offer it as a rerninder to any of you....
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I wasn't a week here before soneone stopped ne out in front of thre Cathedral

one evening and, pointing up to the beautifully lj-t towers, asked me hovr we

lustify such an outlay of fi:nds with al-t of our other obligations and conrnitments.

I was a bit lost for words (unusual for nel) but I rnanaged to say sonrething

about the Cathedral being a statenent to the connunity, and I wasnrt sure

it needed alot of justification.

And I think thatrs true: this Cathedral has been nnking a statenent

to this conurn:nity for rnany long years.

I have always thought that when it was built *1907 i-t nn:st have

rnade an incredible statenent to the people of this struggling frontier toun.

It nmst have s6:oken of risk and sacrifice and, I have to thi-nJ<,

of the Irish Catholic pride of one Bishop Edward JoLrr O'Dea

who wanted this far-fronr Catholic tcxirn to know that we were here to stay!

The sane was true in 1950 when Archbishop Connolly l-avished so nmch

tilre, love and attention on his nnjor renovation of the Cathedral.

ft was a statement about an irnnigrant church cone of age.

And today -- today I believe that it is the people who gather in this

Cathedral who rnake the nr:st inportant statenrent of all.

Like the previous statenents, today's is one which reflects the

remarkable and wonderful Archbishop who leads and pastors tLris local church,
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who gathers us together aror:rrd him in this place,

and who calls us, in a nxrst personally believable and conpelling way,
-- ca1ls us to be the church

-- not the church of 1907 or of l-950, of course,

but thre chr:rch of this 'last 1ap' of the twentj-ettr century:
-- a church that has gained new understanding of itself thanlcs to the

watershed event we call the Second Vatj_can Council_;
-- a church conndtted to honest dialoque with the world in which it exists,

and dialognre, too, with all our sister churches that go by different

naIIES but which are also,along with us, part of the Body of Christ;
-- a chr:rch which Jarows that its true riches a-re not in gold, silver, nrarble

or g1ass, but first of all, jn its people: all of its people, especially

the poor;

-- a church in touch with its own humanity, which offers worship to God in

the npst hunan of ways, drawing on the very best the htrnan spirit

Lr,as to offer in nmsic, poetry and the other arts;
-- a church fearlessly conmitted to the task of advocating for a nore just

social order and, yes, to paying the price for such advocary just as

Jesus did;

-- a church that is sonehow like the ocean which washes the shores of this

great church of Western Washington;

deep in its spirit of prayer,

rough and strong in its capacity for service;

open and without horizons in its hope and concern for the

problems of the world.

This is the church ttr,at the Second Vati-can Council Lras called us to be

and it is the church that our own Archbishops nxrdel for us so well. Both of them....
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I don't know hcxu many of you noted the back page of the program for this Mass,

but there is a list there of all the forner pastors of this Cathedral, including,

of course, Father Gallagher ratrro just left us but who is with us today.

It is a forrnidable list and somevfrrat intimidatinq for ttre one called

to be the successor.

But it seems that I have qualified to succeed in one respect at least:

f rm referring to my frish narne and heritagel !

I hope you will pray with rre no\^/ and in the days to core ttnt I wiII

qualify in other even rrpre ilrportant respects (there aRg sone...l)

With this chr:rch filled with people, I would be foolish not to ask you all

to pray for ne and my co-workers that we will be equal to the caII and

challenge the l-ord has given us:

Please pray that we will never tire, like Ctrristopher Wren's

stonemason friend, of doinq aII we can to build "a qreat Cathedral!"


