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D 
ear Friends, 
     Each year at this time, we publish a report 
on the financial condition of the parish. As 
you reflect on your giving to the parish in the 

coming year, I hope that the information contained in 
this report will help inform your decision. The report 
details not only the dollars and cents, but also some of 
the ministries and activities made possible by your 
support. 
  
D 	 	C 	
Our fiscal year runs from July 1 through June 30. For	
the	fiscal	year	ending	June	30,	2018,	our	total	
parish	income	was	$4,521,809. 
This came from: 
 Sunday and holy day collections (63%) 
 Various gifts, grants, and bequests (20%) 
 Fundraisers (4%) 
 Annual Catholic Appeal rebate (4%) 
 Business income (including land lease, Cathedral 

Bookstore, rental of reception rooms, etc.) (9%) 
Total	expenses	for	the	year	were	$5,157,799.	
They included: 
 Salaries, benefits and other personnel-related 

expenses such as security (53%) 
 Parish assessment by the Archdiocese (4%) 
 Our annual assessment to support five central area 

Catholic schools and parish scholarships for 
Rainbow Schools and high schools (8%) 

 Supplies, operating costs for the maintenance and 
improvement of the Cathedral, other parish 
buildings, and grounds, etc. (35%) 

 
This	left	us	with	a	deficit	in	2017‐2018	of	$635,990. 
Last year at this time, we projected a deficit of 

$301,080. While we were able to meet all our 
obligations by drawing on reserves, this deficit is of 
great concern to me and to the Parish Finance Council. 
There	are	multiple	reasons	for	the	large	deficit:	
 Our Sunday income levelled off for the first time in 

many years, coming in $148,000 below projections. 
This	is	in	part	owing	to	a	drop	in	Sacrificial	
Giving,	with	880	pledgers	in	2018	compared	to	
928	in	2017	(a	5%	decrease).	We are reducing 
our income projections for the coming year. 

 We received only $5,251 in bequests, the lowest 
figure in more than 30 years. 

 We had many large expenses, some of them 
unexpected. A few of our major expenses included: 
$184,500 in repair to the Cathedral towers 
$21,300 in repairs to the heating system 
$20,000 to create a new home for the Solanus 

Casey Center 
$16,500 to remove dead trees 
$13,000 to equip the new Cathedral Kitchen 

Garden at Madison & Terry 
$13,000 to cover increased security at the 

weekend Masses 
As you will see from the projected income and expense 
for 2018-2019, we are anticipating a smaller deficit 
($246,446) in the coming year. A generous bequest 
from a parishioner will be paid in the course of the 
year, and the land lease of our Terry and Cherry 
property will provide a boost as well. However, the 
lack of growth in Sunday giving remains a concern, and 
some major expenses are coming up this year, 
including the completion of the tower work, $50,000 in 
maintenance of the cathedral organs, and $20,000 in 
additional security costs, as well as increased 
insurance premiums. 

Income	and	Expense	 

Sunday & Holy Day Collections $    2,982,000 
Bequests (anticipated) 164,000 
Other gifts, grants & Appeal Rebate 1,192,200 
Business income (land	lease,	bookstore,	fundraisers) 413,863 

Total	Income	 	$			4,725,823	
Staff salaries & bene its $ 2,698,209 
Supplies (including	postage	&	printing) 419,650 
Operations & Maintenance 242,500 

Contracted Services (includes	insurance	premiums,	
police	of icers,	service	contracts,	&	contract	musicians) 371,253 

Business Expenses (including	bookstore	and	fundraising	
expense,	hospitality,	donations	to	others) 163,500 

Utilities, vehicles 290,150 
Archdiocesan assessment 223,053 
Rainbow Schools and Scholarships 428,588 
Total	Expense	 $5,026,903	

De icit	 	$			(301,080)	

Capital Expense 190,000 

$   2,834,309 
5,251 

1,088,583 
593,666 

$4,521,809	
2,741,360 

470,954 
238,862 
184,456 

373,459 

237,871 

279,763 
222,457 
408,617 

5,157,799	

$			(635,990)	

Projected	
2017‐2018	

Actual		
2017‐2018 

Projected	
2018‐2019 

$   2,923,500 
240,000 

1,064,050 
852,737 

$5,080,287	
2,821,700 

437,075 
240,500 
170,000 

512,734 

235,350 

282,008 
202,186 
425,181 

5,326,733	

$			(246,446)	



O 	L 	 	 	P ,	2017‐2018	
 We	are	a	vibrant	and	diverse	
parish	with	2,595	registered	
households,	comprising	5,802	
individual	members. Our parishioners 
come from across Western Washington, 
from more than 180 ZIP codes. Nearly 
1,000 volunteers are involved in dozens of 
parish ministries. 
	 During the past fiscal year, more 
than a thousand Sunday and regular daily 
liturgies were celebrated, not counting 
special liturgies for Holy Days, the Sacred 
Triduum, and ecumenical and interfaith 
services. Sixty-six children and six adults 
were baptized; five people baptized in 
other Christian traditions made a 
Profession of Faith and were received into 
the Full Communion of the Catholic Church. 
Forty confirmations were celebrated, and 
thirty-two children received their First Holy 
Communion. During the year 56 weddings and 31 
funerals were celebrated. 
 
L ,	M ,	 	S 	E 	
	 As the Cathedral Church, we are privileged to 
host special events which gather Catholics from across 
Western Washington, including Rites of Election, the 
Chrism Mass, Ordinations to the Priesthood, Madre de 
las Americas, and Simbang Gabi. The Cathedral also 
hosted Baccalaureate Masses for O’Dea High School, 
Holy Names Academy, Seattle Prep, and Seattle 
University. 
 In October, 2017, we commemorated the 
500th Anniversary of the Protestant Reformation with 
a solemn ecumenical Vespers service. Archbishop 
Sartain and local Lutheran Bishop Kirby Unti co-
presided at the service. 
 In March, 2018, some 255 choristers, 
parishioners, and friends joined Father Ryan for a 
memorable pilgrimage to Italy, visiting Florence, 
Siena, Assisi, and Rome. The Cathedral Choir of St. 
James and Jubilate Young Women’s Ensemble sang a 
magnificent concert at Sant’Ignazio in Rome. 
 On June 21, 2018, we teamed up with St. 
Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral to host a special prayer 
and procession for families separated at the border—a 
powerful moment that gathered thousands in a 
procession between the two Cathedrals. 
 Recently, On July 22, 2018, our beloved retired 
Archbishop, Raymond G. Hunthausen, died. His funeral 
rites were celebrated at the Cathedral on July 31-
August 1. 
 
O 	 	P 	C 	
	 The Cathedral Kitchen has continued to thrive, 
with between 150-170 people of all ages and races 
sharing a hot, nutritious meal, lovingly prepared and 
served in the Cathedral Hall each weeknight—around 
40,000 meals a year. This year, in cooperation with the 
Cabrini Sisters, we reopened our Cathedral Kitchen 
Garden in a new location at Madison and Terry. 
 The Solanus Casey Center, our drop-in and 
referral center, is thriving in its new home in the 
Cathedral’s Gallagher Center. The St. James Winter 
Shelter provided overnight shelter to 10 to 15 men for 

120 nights. Tens of thousands of sandwiches were 
prepared by our parishioners and distributed through 
St. Martin de Porres Shelter and Operation 
Nightwatch. Our Mental Health and Wellness Ministry 
continued to offer a variety of services, including 
prayer ministry, companionship, educational events, 
support groups, and social activities. 
 Many homebound parishioners received 
communion in their homes each week, allowing them 
to remain connected to the liturgical life of St. James. 
Cathedral parishioners took communion to patients at 
Swedish Hospital several days each week. 
  
F 	F 	O  
 More than 150 Cathedral children participated 
in Sunday School classes, offered September through 
June. Special events and presentations for adults in 
2017-2018 included our popular Catholic 101 series, 
bringing in notable local speakers to talk on a variety 
of subjects, from Blessed Stanley Rother to the Blessed 
Virgin Mary. Other offerings included a popular series 
on Islam, a dramatic reading of T. S. Eliot’s Murder	in	
the	Cathedral, as well as	bible study, retreats, and 
many other offerings. 
 In the Fall of 2017, we launched our first Alpha 
series, a life-changing program which builds 
community and offers an opportunity to ask questions 
about faith over a shared meal. Finally, our Youth 
Ministry and Young Adult Ministry continue to offer 
retreats, service activities, and social events. 
 A 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 .	We want you to know 
that, under the oversight of the Cathedral’s Finance 
Council, there has been careful stewardship of the 
financial resources of the parish. We look forward to 
accomplishing even more with your support and with 
the help of God’s grace in the coming year. 
 
  Sincerely yours in Christ, 
 
 
  
 
  Father Michael G. Ryan 
  Pastor 
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Prayer	and	Procession	for	Families,	June	21,	2018	


